
ELINOR’S TOWN	Comment by Natalie Engel:  Very cute story! My only question is whether it’s odd that we don’t establish, at the beginning, that Ari’s cousin would be a bat.  I’m not sure if preschoolers would find this hard to believe or not.  Are bats related to any other animals, such that there’s some confusion on the issue? 
Ari’s Cousin
PREMISE January 16, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How can we help Ari identify his cousin? 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Assuming the way Elinor words the question will sound more preschool-friendly.
Logline: Ari’s cousin is coming to town and he needs Elinor and Hazel’s help to find her. Only one problem... he doesn’t know what she looks like! 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP – To be determined at outline.
Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be similar or different. (LS8)..  

Ari’s cousin is coming to town today and he couldn’t be more excited! Ari and his friends are on their way to the main street of Animal Town to pick her up. On their way, Hazel and Elinor ask what Ari knows about his cousin, whom he’s never met. “My mom told me she loves peanut butter sandwiches but hates mushy bananas!” Elinor giggles: “I meant, what does she look like so we’ll know who she is?” Ari: “Oh right! Well, my mom said she looks similar to me and she’ll be carrying a red umbrella.” Elinor: “Hmm.. well it was raining earlier, so hopefully there won’t be too many…” The kids arrive at the main street to find most everyone is carrying “...red umbrellas. This might be harder than we thought.”	Comment by Anne Lund: Would be great to find a reason why the trio need to pick up Ari’s cousin without a grownup present.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: So it wont be said that she is a Bat - only that she looks similar to Ari - therefore similar characteristics. Otherwise our kids wouldn’t confuse a bat for another animal	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Since its not raining now - I assume we will just see characters carrying closed umbrellas with them 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We should note that there are some characters walking with different coloured umbrellas too 

Ari: “How will we know who my cousin is?” Elinor: “Your mom said she looks similar to you, right? So she must have brown fur like you!” Elinor quickly spots a partially obscured animal with brown fur and a red umbrella. Ari: “Brown fur! That must be my cousin!” The kids run over and find… Ms. Gorilla! Ari: “Ms. Gorilla? Are you my cousin?” Ms. Gorilla is surprised: “I really don’t think so...” Elinor: “But how can we be sure? We need more observations!” They compare Ari and Ms. Gorilla to determine they only have a few similarities (both have brown fur and black eyes) but many differences (Ms. Gorilla is much larger, her fur is longer, she doesn’t have wings, etc.). Ms. Gorilla can’t be Ari’s cousin… they don’t look similar enough! They kids search on.	Comment by Anne Lund: Love that this story can really highlight comparing and contrasting.  

The kids identify characteristics of Ari and compare him to more animals with red umbrellas (Hazel takes notes): he’s small and has ears on the side of his head, like Joe Mouse, and he has wings and a small tuft of hair, like Martha Cow (they mistake the sleeves of her mumu for wings).). But on closer observation and comparison, each time they determine that they can’t be Ari’s cousin: they aren’t similar enough! As Ari starts to lose hope, Elinor spots a likely candidate; a small bat with a red umbrella who looks very much like Ari! They run over and compare the two bats: they have the same fur, wings, eyes, ear, shape and size… even their tufts of hair look the same, although hers is a different color! It must be her! Ari wants to be sure so he asks his cousin what her thoughts on peanut butter and mushy bananas are, and her answers confirm her identity!!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This may get confusing. This is a teaching moment so we should remain accurate and not have them call something out as fact when they are mistaking.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Visually fun - the cousin is curious and a bit alarmed as these kids examine her - one walks around and lifts her arm to show the wing, the other moves in really close to look at her eyes, then another holding her ear to examine it etc.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Curious as to how this ends - Ari giving his cus a big hug? Introduction to his best friends? Or we see them excitedly start to head home ‘My mom and dad will be so excited to see you!’

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I think this is a good premise.  The content is good for preschool age.  Comparing similarities and differences will be fun and can use great descriptive vocabulary.  Viewers at home will be able to play along too.
I would stick to real characteristics of the animals though - not get confused with clothing like a cow having wings.  It is ok if there is only one similarity such as birds and bats both have wings and fly...but Ari doesn't have feathers and is not as brightly colored.
Can't wait to see this one develop
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