
ELINOR’S TOWN
EP 116 Special Places
By: Rachel Lipman
OUTLINE – 14 January 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can Ms. Mole get around without her glasses? 
Logline: When Ms. Mole leaves her glasses behind at school, Elinor, Hazel and Ari track her down to return them, and discover that Ms. Mole relies on other senses to get around. 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP 6– Constructing explanations
a. Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena
b. Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena 
 c. Use and apply productive science discourse to support an explanation
d. Use evidence to support a theory or solution to a problem 
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a. Identify body parts of animals and their function

ND. None in this one. 

1.INT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM – DAY

Open on HAZEL, sitting at her table with ELINOR and ARI, writing with her favorite pencil (rainbow striped with a raspberry-scented fun eraser topper.) MS. MOLE does her funny classroom shtick to entertain the kids, where she pretends to pick up the wrong item to teach the class (an umbrella instead of a piece of chalk to write on the board) joking around, “You know us moles and our eyesight,” and then notices, “Ooh, it actually IS hard to see… and that’s because my glasses are really dirty today,” and takes them off to polish them on a special cloth, setting them on her desk.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: It’ll feel more natural if she was about to clean her glasses...as she is holding them and approaches her desk, just about to pick up the soft cloth to clean them when the bell rings, she reacts and puts her glasses down as she wants to hurry the kids along 

Just then, the bell rings, and Hazel begins her daily “putting away my favorite pencil” ritual: First she takes out a special pencil case, then takes off the eraser topper from the pencil to put it in its own spot, then tucks the pencil carefully into a holder. In the middle of her routine, Ms. Mole hurries the kids out of the room because she has some errands to run and needs to get to the bakery before it closes. Elinor and Ari help Hazel finish packing up, finding her lunchbox and notebook and loading them into her backpack. Ms. Mole thanks the kids for being speedy, and everyone exits the classroom.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: She’s being very careful with her special pencil and yet it gets left behind - we need to be sure there is some ‘chaos’ while packing up that leads her to knock it to the floor.  Maybe we see Ari place her satchel on the desk -on top of the pencil holder as she adds her books to the satchel	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Do we have our audience ahead of our characters and we see the pencil holder get accidentally knocked to the floor as they quickly pack up? 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We’ve given Hazel a satchel - pls change from backpack to satchel

2. EXT. PLAYGROUND – DAY – CONT.

Elinor, Hazel and Ari talk about whose house they want to go to for snack and play this afternoon. Elinor wants to draw and Hazel says it doesn’t matter where they go, she can draw anywhere as long as she has her special pencil, “and luckily I have it right here in my backpack.” But as pats her backpack, she gets a funny look on her face. “Uh oh,” Hazel frowns, “I don’t feel the pencil case in here.” She opens her backpack and starts to feel around inside with her trunk. “Where’s my pencil case?” Realizing she left it in the classroom, Hazel doubles back, telling Elinor and Ari, “Wait – I have to get my pencil.”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Satchel - which is also more believable that she can feel for it and realize it’s not there 

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I understand this is a big story point however, there are several concerns. 
The classroom is designed with large windows running along both sides of the walls which allows a lot of light in. This is still daytime, and yet its too dark for her to see her pencil holder? And to bump into ms.Moles desk? 
Yet she’s able to see ms.Moles glasses.
It’ll visually look a bit forced to darken the room so it’s believable that she can’t see clearly even though the windows show alot of light. 
We will also have to explain that the light bulb is out etc. Seems to complicate the story a bit.
Can we remove the ‘lights out’ story point and have Hazel walk in..search for her pencil holder. As she picks it up off the floor, she sees Ms.Moles glasses on the desk. She goes over to the desk, placing her pencil down as she picks up the glasses. Then leaves, one again leaving her pencil.
Then at the end, the kids can ask if Ms.Mole wouldn’t mind walking back to the school with them to get Hazels’ pencil. “Should you not put your glasses on?”
Ms.Mole”I will use my nose, the smell of the chalk, the blackboard and books will lead the way!” - then she can offer the backed treats for their journey.
3. INT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM – DAY – MOMENTS LATER


Hazel enters the classroom. The lights are off and it’s dark. She tries to turn on the switch, but it doesn’t work (the bulb is burned out). Hazel knows her pencil case is somewhere, but she can’t see it. Finally she admits she can’t find it, she’ll have to leave without it, but as she’s walking out the door, she accidentally bumps into Ms. Mole’s desk and finds something she wasn’t looking for - Ms. Mole’s glasses! She must have left them on her desk when she was cleaning them. Hazel carefully picks them up. 

4. EXT. SIDEWALK – DAY – CONT.

Hazel comes running out to show Elinor and Ari. They feel bad that Ms. Mole left without her glasses. She always wears them. How will she see well enough without them to run her errands? “We need to find her!” Ms. Mole said she had to go to the bakery, but which way is it? Elinor, Ari and Hazel look both ways down the block. Then Elinor looks again. She has excellent vision, and being a bit far-sighted, she can see the bakery sign with its big loaf of bread painted onto it, all the way down the block. The others follow. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Is this necessary? I think it complicates things - plus the kids wont understand ‘far-sighted’. We can just have Elinor notice it from far away “there it is!”

5. INT. BAKERY – DAY – CONT. 

Elinor leads them to the bakery, where they all notice how good the cookies and cakes smell. The baker tells them that Ms. Mole was just here and bought some delicious treats. Elinor wonders to herself how Ms. Mole could find the bakery and buy exactly what she wanted without her glasses. Elinor has excellent vision, but Ms. Mole doesn’t (as Ms. Mole has mentioned many times that moles don’t have strong eyesight.) The baker tells them that Ms. Mole said she was going to the fruit stand next. The kids dash out to catch up with her.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Should we not hint the idea of smell here for how Ms.Mole picked out her treats? Since we point it out for touch and sound in the next two seq.

6. EXT. SIDEWALK – DAY – CONT.

Elinor, Ari and Hazel look around for the fruit stand. They see someone going past with a bag of fruit, and head in that direction.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: If the person walks past with a bag of fruit, that means they’ve already been to the fruit stand - so the kids would head in the direction the person in coming from

7. EXT. STREET – FRUIT STAND – MOMENTS LATER

Arriving at the fruit stand, they learn that they just missed Ms. Mole – again! The fruit stand vendor tells them Ms. Mole came in and bought everything on her list – one bunch of grapes, two oranges, three apples and four bananas. Elinor wonders to herself again how Ms. Mole did that if she couldn’t see? 

Meanwhile, Hazel is picking out a snack – she feels around the bottom of a bin for exactly the peanuts she wants with her trunk, then uses her trunk to put them into a bag, and take out a couple of coins to pay for them. 

SCIENCE CU MOMENT: Elinor watches Hazel choosing peanuts with her trunk. 

She and asks Hazel how she could pick out the peanuts she wanted without even looking into the bin? Hazel explains that her trunk is super-sensitive, and she can sort through things just by touching them with her trunk, just as if she was using her hand - she has an excellent sense of touch. Elinor considers this. Maybe Ms. Mole uses her touch to pick out fruit? But she must still need her glasses to get around. They still need to find her and return them.

8. EXT. STREET – OUTSIDE THE FRUIT STAND – CONT. 

As they’re standing around outside looking in all directions for Ms. Mole, Ari thinks he hears something in the distance – “it sounds like Ms. Mole, is crinkling that shopping bag she always carries.” Elinor and Hazel, who have pretty good hearing, can’t detect the sound. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Maybe is more like ‘whistling a song she often whistles’ something that seems more likely for him to recognize then crinkling bag. The others cant hear the whistling at all

SCIENCE CU MOMENT: Elinor observes Ari making clicking sounds, and tilting his head to hear something in the distance.

Elinor wonders how Ari can hear something so subtle and figure out where it’s coming from? Ari laughs and says it’s easy for him. He demonstrates the how he can use his clicking sounds to “hear” where things are using sound bouncing back at him. (We don’t have to use the term “echolocation,” or we could introduce it just in passing?) Bats don’t have to rely on only sight to get around. Elinor finds this very interesting. 
They hurry down the block and catch up with Ms. Mole. 

9. EXT. STREET – ANOTHER AREA – MOMENTS LATER

Ms. Mole is surprised but happy to see Elinor, Ari and Hazel. They explain they’ve been trying to track her down to return her glasses that she left on her desk. “Oh, so that’s where they’ve been,” Ms. Mole says. She thanks them and puts them away. “You’re not going to wear them?” asks Hazel. Ms. Mole chuckles – “I don’t HAVE to wear them. I just LIKE to wear them,” she says. “But we thought moles didn’t have strong vision,” says Ari. “You’re right,” says Ms. Mole. And that’s because we don’t only see with our eyes! She explains (in a fun, kid-like way) that moles are perfectly suited to their home environments, and that’s usually underground, so eyes aren’t the best way to “see”. Moles use their noses to get around! 

Ms. Mole can even smell two entirely different things at the same time – one with each nostril! She demonstrates with the kids holding different pieces of fruit behind their backs – what a neat skill!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: How did they get the fruit? Did she give it to them to show the example - seems a bit of extra work to have her explain. They each get a fruit, switch them so she doesn’t see who has what and then she guesses. Maybe instead - she guesses that hazel has a peanut in her satchel (which she bought from the store) and Ari has a sandwich in his pocket. 

Elinor has her “aha” moment: “Your nose, and Ari’s ears, and Hazel’s trunk, all do the same thing as my eyes – they tell you what’s going on around you! There are different ways to see!”
	
									DISSOLVE TO:

Ditty: ELINOR, HAZEL and ARI sing “Lots of Ways to See”

ALL:
In this great big world,
There are different ways to see,
Yours work for you,
And mine work for me.

(OVERLAY shots of Elinor looking into the distance, Hazel picking up peanuts with her trunk, Ari tilting his head to listen, and Ms. Mole sniffing the air in front of her, all on a busy sidewalk or passing by the fruit stand and bakery again.)	Comment by Kevin Micallef: These can be thought bubbles

HAZEL: Elephants touch things with their trunks,
ARI: Bats bounce sound to their ears, 
ELINOR: Moles can smell well enough to tell,
	   What someone else sees or hears.
HAZEL: Smell and touch and sound,
ARI: Can help us get around,
ELINOR: Not everybody uses just their eyes to see!

ALL:
In this great big world,
There are different ways to see,
Yours work for you,
And mine work for me.
									DISSOLVE BACK TO:

9A/ EXT. SIDEWALK – DAY – CONT.

Ms. Mole asks why they were back in the classroom in the first place. Hazel says she was looking for her favorite pencil, but the light switch wasn’t working and she couldn’t find it in the dark room. Ms. Mole asks, “Your special pencil with the raspberry eraser on top?” Hazel nods. Elinor has another idea. She whispers to Ms. Mole, who smiles and says of course she’ll take them back to the classroom – she can find Hazel’s raspberry pencil with her nose!

10 – INT. CLASSROOM – DAY - LATER 

Ms. Mole tries the light – hmm, she’ll have to replace that bulb in the morning. But for now she leads the way through the dark classroom (it’s not pitch black, just dim) and easily sniffs and finds the pencil, which had fallen to the floor in their hurry to leave earlier. Hazel is grateful. And now Ms. Mole has something for the kids to sniff – the bakery treats! She opens the box and shares cookies with the kids as special afternoon snack-in-the-dark.  You don’t need to see with your eyes to know when a cookie tastes great! Mmmmm.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: However, we specifically saw hazel being very careful with it as she was putting it away in her pencil holder etc.  Therefore it should be in the holder here too. 

THE END

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I really like the content...the use of multiple senses to get a job done or solve a problem.
  I like that Hazel has a colorful smelly and (maybe bumpy) new pencil so the episode can jump into focusing on multiple senses early.  I'm not sure its appropriate for Ms. Mole to hurry the kids out of school and it is likely that preschoolers will not understand the lights not working because a bulb burned out.  I am wondering if in normal end of the day pack up Hazel and Ms. Mole might mistakingly take different cases.  Ms Mole takes Hazels pencil case and Hazel takes Ms. Moles glasses case.  The viewers at home can be in the "know" before the characters are. Then when Hazel goes to draw after school she realized they have Ms. Mole glasses and they need to find her.
I also like how the character kids are tracking Ms.Mole down.  I think the content needs to be a little more direct to come across to the age group.  If the characters use multiple senses on each leg of finding Ms. Mole they will come to understand that more then one sense is helpful in solving problems.  I would not say that smelling and listening help them "see"...preschoolers are too literal.  Instead maybe the senses help them to "find their way".  
I think this will be really fun for viewers.  The content does not need to be deeper then "Animals have different senses and use different senses to help them move through their environment"

[J&D Notes:

This is a tricky one and kudos to the writer. There are some nice moments and touches that are fun. But… we think this one went a little sideways and needs more focus.  Main notes are:

· We could be having more fun with this episode than this version of the outline.
· The framing plot elements of the pencil, and the classroom lightbulb, and the mishaps with that, are not quite working for us. The characters don‘t need to come back to the classroom at the end. It seems to force too much exposition at the beginning. It feels like we’re setting up two whole plots: 1) Finding Ms. Mole and 2) Finding the pencil in the dark. Let’s try to have one streamlined plot.
· We feel this episode works better if it‘s less about learning from a specific animal skill, and more about kids exploring and learning about using their other senses. 
· Hey, maybe this is an opportunity for a Ms. Mole song!

It was a lot to try to untangle, so we wrote a quick version of the outline that is more like how we thought this episode should play out. We think this works better:

OUTLINE 2.0

It’s the end of class, and all the kids are packing up to go home. And so is Ms. Mole! Elinor, Ari and Hazel are chatting with her, and the kids wonder what Ms. Mole does after she leaves the school (this blows Ari’s mind: teachers do things OUTSIDE of school??). Ms. Mole explains, as she cleans her glasses, that today she is going to run a few errands, starting with stopping by the bakery to pick up some fresh bread. The kids walk out and Ms. Mole bids them adieu. Right before they get into the forest, Hazel says, wait! She forgot her notebook!  She runs back to the classroom (it’s open, there’s no crime in Animal Town) to get it and she finds that Ms. Mole has already left. She finds her notebook and realizes: Uh oh, Ms. Mole left her glasses on her desk!

Hazel brings the glasses back to Elinor and Ari, and they wonder if Ms. Mole needs them. Glasses are for seeing, so of course she must need them!  How can she see without them? They decide to try to catch up to her so they can give her the glasses. They remember she was going to the bakery first, so they head that way.  

The kids approach the center of Animal Town, which is like a very small town main street, with friendly adults and families walking around and no traffic. Elinor and Hazel know the way to the bakery, and as they approach, Ari notes that something smells really good.

When they get to the bakery, Mr. Raccoon greets them, and offers them a few sample buns of bread, which Ari eagerly accepts. The kids explain to Mr. Raccoon that they are looking for Ms. Mole to give her back her glasses, and Mr. Raccoon says that Ms. Mole was here, but she left a little while ago. Hazel asks if Ms. Mole bought the bread she wanted, and Mr. Raccoon says yes. She knew exactly which kind of bread she wanted and she picked it out from the rack of breads on the wall.  The kids wonder how Ms. Mole was able to get the exact bread she wanted if she can’t see. At that moment, Ari, still hungry apparently, starts smelling all the different kinds of breads: ooh, rye! And sourdough! And banana bread! Banana bread? Says Hazel, that’s her favorite! Elinor thinks about it and then figures it out. Ms. Mole probably figured out which bread she wanted by using her nose! Mr. Raccoon says proudly that his breads are the best smelling breads in town.  Actually, he’s the only baker in town, so that’s definitely true.  Oh! He just remembered, Ms. Mole said she was going to get some fruit at the park fruit stand right after here! The kids decide to go there.

Meanwhile, we catch up to Ms. Mole.  Ms. Mole is walking along the park periphery, which is lined with a waist-high fence. As she walks along the fence with her walking stick, without her glasses, but chipper and whistling to herself, some funny things happen to her. A little kid ahead of her drops a banana peel on the sidewalk, right where Ms. Mole is going to step! It looks like she’s going to step on it, but right before it happens we see her nose twitch (sniff sniff) and she perfectly misses it, the banana being exactly in-between her steps. Phew! But then, some kids in the park hit a ball too hard (with a loud sound effect), and it looks like it’s about to hit Ms. Mole! Fortunately, at the last second, she bends down to pick up a little flower and the ball just misses her head. She turns the corner and we see her going up to the park fruit stand.

Back to the kids, we see them walking towards the park. On the way, they talk about how cool it is to use smells to find things. But they wonder, how is Ms. Mole getting around? Ari, munching on some buns, agrees it’s a Ms. Mole Mystery!
	
The kids get to the fruit stand, which is manned by Ms. Gorilla. Ms. Gorilla greets them and asks them if they would like some fruit.  The kids explain they are looking for Ms. Mole to give her glasses back, and Ms. Gorilla says that Ms. Mole was just here!  They ask Ms. Gorilla if Ms. Mole got the fruit she wanted, and Ms. Gorilla says yes! She got exactly 3 apples, 2 oranges, and one grape cluster.  She picked them out herself and gave them to Ms. Gorilla. The kids wonder how Ms. Mole was able to pick the right fruit, if she can’t see without her glasses! The fruits don’t smell that particularly strong. They experiment to see if they can tell the difference.  They hold an apple and note how smooth its skin is (Ari and Elinor use their hands, and Hazel uses her trunk).  Then they hold an orange, and they note that it has rough skin. Then they hold the grapes and see that they feel bumpy. That’s how Ms. Mole was able to pick the fruit!  She used her touch! She also could have used her taste, says Ari, as he munches on a grape. Ahem, says Ms. Gorilla, those grapes don’t pay for themselves! Ms. Gorilla let’s them all have a piece of fruit, and tells them that Ms. Mole was going to have a picnic in the town park. The kids decide to go look for her.

Meanwhile, Ms. Mole is setting up her picnic near a big tree with some birds chirping on it. She lays out her blanket and things. Nearby, a young couple is talking, and one of them has his foot on a log.  Suddenly his foot slips and the log rolls over to Ms. Mole, making a rumbling sound. Just as the log rolls over to her, Ms. Mole sits down on it, perfectly timed.

Back to the kids, they are walking around the park, looking for Ms. Mole. They can’t find her, so they stop to talk. Where could she be, and how is she getting around without her glasses? While Elinor and Hazel are talking, Ari spots Kai Wombat and calls out to him. Hey, Kai! Over here! It’s me, Ari, Elinor and Hazel!  Have you seen Ms. Mole!? We have her glasses and need to find her! Kai! Over here! Where is Ms. M-

At that moment, Ms. Mole pops up next to them. Ms. Mole! We’ve been looking for you! We have your glasses!  But how did you find us?? Ms. Mole says she heard them. Or more specifically, she heard Ari.  The kids are amazed.  You used your ears to find us?  Yes, says Ms. Mole.  If you close your eyes, you can use your ears to tell where things are, especially loud ones like Ari. They give Ms. Mole her glasses and she wipes them and puts them on. From her POV, we see that her vision is not that much improved. Ah, well, that’s… better, says Ms. Mole, and thanks them.

Elinor has a burning question: She explains they figured out how she picked the bread, and the fruit, and how she found them, but… How did you get around, if you didn’t have your glasses, Ms. Mole? Why, says Ms. Mole, I used my other senses! There’s lots you can know using your ears, your nose and your hands.  Let me explain… She starts a ditty about using your other senses. During the ditty, we see that she used her smell to locate the bakery, and she used her hands to follow the fence along the park, and she used her ears to follow where the big tree with the singing birds was.

She invites the kids to the picnic and they all sit down to eat.  Ari reaches right away for some fruit, but Ms. Mole says, Ah-ah, Ari! Let’s all sit down first. Ari is amazed, how did she know!? Ms. Mole says she doesn’t need her eyes, nose or ears to know that Ari is always hungry.  They all have a good laugh.

THE END
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