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ELINOR’S TOWN
EP #115  “Stop the Squish”
By Karen Moonah
OUTLINE – JAN.12, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How do plants and animals protect themselves? 
Logline: Elinor worries that the cupcake Hazel is bringing for Joe Mouse’s birthday will get squished, so she comes up with a nature-inspired way to protect it. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP 1d) Identify a problem that can be solved by the design of a new or improved object or tool. SEP 3e) Design and build a solution to a simple problem.
· LS2 - Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow. Elinor observes the tough skin and shells of animals and plants that protect them.
· ND3. Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. Elinor and her friends make a cupcake carrier out of a coconut!

1. EXT. A WOODED TRAIL - DAY

ESTABLISH a forest trail, on a sunny day. All is quiet – until ELINOR, ARI and HAZEL (all wearing backpacks) suddenly come blasting down the trail. “Elinor says hop on one foot!” calls Elinor, and they all switch to hopping along. “Elinor says flap your arms!” They all flap. Suddenly, Elinor sees something up ahead, and jams on the brakes. “Everybody stop!” But Hazel laughs and keeps going. “You didn’t say ‘Elinor says!’”. Suddenly - 

2. EXT. A WOODED TRAIL – LOCATION 2 – (CONTINUOUS)

“OOF!” Hazel collides with DEPUTY RANGER JOE MOUSE, who had just come around a bend in the trail with an armful of branches! Hazel ricochets backwards into a tree and Joe drops his load. “I’m so sorry, Deputy Joe!” gasps Hazel. “I didn’t see you!” “Oh, never mind, I’m used to that,” grumps the deputy. ”Nobody notices Joe Mouse.” The deputy stomps away, muttering to himself. Ari says wow, he’s not usually that grumpy. Wonder what’s wrong? Elinor doesn’t know. “But we’d better hurry if we’re going to meet my Mom for lunch.” They hurry on their way. 

3. EXT. PICNIC AREA – MOMENTS LATER

At a picnic table, RANGER RABBIT and the kids all take their lunch bags from their backpacks. Hazel pulls out a squished sandwich… “Uh-oh,” then a flat banana, “I guess my lunch got squished when I bumped into Deputy Joe,” says Hazel. Then – “Well, it’s not too bad…” - she pulls out a slightly dented CUPCAKE. Ari admires it, and Hazel says she and her Mom made a lot of them for a bake sale. There were a couple of extras, so this is a VERY special treat. 

Elinor wonders aloud why Deputy Joe was so grumpy earlier? Ranger Rabbit says she may know… “It’s his birthday tomorrow. We forgot to celebrate it last year, so he probably thinks we forgot again. But we are having a surprise party for him here, tomorrow. Want to come?” “Sure!” say the kids. Hazel offers to bring another cupcake for Deputy Joe. Won’t he be surprised!

Just then, Joe reappears, and Hazel comically panics – she hides the cupcake under her backpack. “Ah, friends sharing lunch together, for no special occasion,” he remarks. “That must be nice.” Ranger Rabbit invites him to join them, but he sighs no thanks, he has work to do. He exits.

After Joe leaves, Hazel lifts her bag to reveal the smashed remains of her cupcake. Yikes! Elinor says cupcakes are very squishable. “We are going to have to be really careful tomorrow, we don’t want Deputy Joe’s cupcake to get squished.  “hazel agree, but she’s just not sure what she’ll do. “Whatever you do,  don’t put it in your backpack!” adds Ari, as he picks up the flat banana. “It’s a squish-machine!” 

DISSOLVE TO:

4. EXT. TOWN – DAY 

Walking home, the kids brainstorm how to deliver Deputy Joe’s cupcake tomorrow without squishing it. (maybe with thought bubbles?) Hazel could just carry it on a plate, but she might trip and drop it. Ari offers to fly it there, but his landings can be kinda bumpy. “I wonder if there’s a better way to keep the cupcake safe and unsquished?” says Elinor.

Suddenly - “Heads up!” A ball comes flying at them from a nearby park and bounces across their path. It misses them, but it does BONK a nearby TURTLE. “Oh no!”  Elinor rushes over, worried - but the turtle strolls along, unhurt. Elinor is intrigued. “That’s SOO interesting! How did he protect himself?” 

Elinor touches the cool, hard turtle shell and <TAPS> on it. “Wow! His shell is so hard.” Her friends feel it too. Ari says it reminds him of his bike helmet. Elinor wonders if the turtle’s shell works the same way as a helmet – to protect him?

Just then, LOLA (an armadillo) runs over from the park to claim the ball, which had bounced away from a game with her siblings. “Sorry about that!” she says, scooping it up. “My brother was trying to hit me with the ball, but he missed.” “Hit you with it?” says Elinor, shocked. That’s not nice! But Lola explains that they’re playing dodgeball, so it’s part of the game. “Anyway, it doesn’t hurt me, because of my armour.” (She <KNOCKS> playfully on her own armour plates.) “See? Nice and hard! (chuckle) It’s an armadillo thing.”

Lola exits with the ball, leaving Elinor and her friends marveling at how the turtle and Lola have such tough outsides. “I wonder if anything else in nature does that? We need more observations!” As Elinor rallies her friends OS, we launch into…

5. EXT. TOWN – SONG MOMENT – “A Shell”

As they head through town on their way home, the kids SING about what they’ve seen, and meet a few other creatures with shells.

A shell, a shell
Protected by a shell
A shell, a shell
Can keep you safe and well

Elinor sees a JUNE BUG in flight. The bug bumbles into the side of a building, but to the kids’ relief, it flies away, unhurt.

E – There’s a beetle, cute and small
H – Oops! It bumped into a wall!
E - But she’s okay, ‘cause after all
(All) - A beetle has a shell!

Next, Ari notices a SNAIL climbing up a sturdy stalk. A bird hops over and tries to snap it up – but the snail retreats inside his shell, so the bird gives up and moves on.

A – See that snail? I have a hunch
A - A bird is having him for lunch
E - But shells are much too hard to crunch
(All) - That’s why it has a shell!

A shell, a shell
Protected by a shell
A shell, a shell
Can keep you safe and well

The song wraps up, and the kids scamper OS, laughing!

6. EXT. MRS. GORILLA’S JUICE CART

Elinor wipes her brow. “Whew! I’m thirsty.” The kids approach a SIDEWALK JUICE CART run by MRS. GORILLA. (There are various fresh juice options.) She offers them a drink – perhaps a coconut water? “Ooh, can I try getting the juice out? I always make the orange juice at home.” says Hazel. Mrs. Gorilla smiles and hands over the whole coconut. Hazel tries squeezing it like an orange, with no luck. Ari chuckles and tells her you don’t juice a coconut the same way as an orange. “Everybody knows you peel it like a banana!” Ari tries to ‘peel’ the coconut – with even less success. The outside of a coconut sure is tough. “May I?” says Mrs. Gorilla. She takes the coconut back, and punctures the hard shell twice with an awl, to pour out the coconut water. “Ohh! So that’s how you get the good stuff out.” 

“And there’s more good stuff inside,” says Mrs. Gorilla. She uses a hammer and chisel to split the coconut in two to reveal the ‘meat’ and give them a taste. Yum! Suddenly, Elinor makes a connection. So, some plants have hard shells to protect their insides too. Just like turtles and snails do! This gives Elinor an idea. “I think I know how to keep Deputy Joe’s cupcake from getting squished…” 

DISSOLVE TO:
	7.INT. HAZEL’S KITCHEN – LATER

Hazel’s kitchen. Elinor still has the split coconut in hand. THREE PERFECT CUPCAKES sit on a table. “We know that shells can stop things from getting squished, right? Well, this shell is just the right size to hold a cupcake!” says Elinor, placing one cupcake inside the half shell, and fitting the other half on top. “Ta-da, one cupcake carrier!”

“Neat! Let me see -” says Hazel, reaching for the coconut. But as Elinor hands it over, the ‘lid’ slips off, scratching the icing right off the cupcake. Grr! (On the bright side, says Ari, at least we can eat our mistakes.)

Elinor stays positive. It’s still a good idea, they just need a way to keep the coconut lid in place, so it doesn’t slip and smear the icing. Hazel finds two elastic bands, then they take a second cupcake, place it inside, and secure the lid with elastics. “That should do it!” Ari picks up the carrier to admire – but his hands are slippery with icing, and he fumbles the coconut! It falls onto the table and rolls to Elinor, who catches it. They open it up, cringing to see that the second cupcake is an upside-down, sticky mess. Sure the lid stayed on, but how can they keep the treat from bouncing around inside?

Ari grabs a spoon. Well, let’s take care of that mess! But the spoon reminds Elinor of how Mrs. Gorilla scooped out the coconut meat. “What if we carve a little spot to hold the bottom of the cupcake. Maybe then it won’t bounce around?” Elinor starts scooping a circle in the ‘meat’. “Do you think it’ll work?” wonders Ari. Hazel sure hopes so. There’s only one cupcake left, and so it just HAS to make it to Joe’s birthday tomorrow! 

As Elinor works, we PAN OVER TO the window, where the sun is sinking lower in the sky, and DISSOLVE TO:

8. EXT. WOODS – PICNIC AREA – THE NEXT DAY

The sun is bright and high in the mid-day sky. TILT DOWN to reveal that the picnic area has been decorated for Joe Mouse’s party. Elinor, Ari, Ranger Rabbit, Gee Raffe and a couple of others are already there, snacking on fruit as they wait for Joe. But where is Hazel? Suddenly, she hurries in with their coconut cupcake carrier, elastic bands holding the two halves together. “I’m here! I went slow, so I wouldn’t trip. Am I late?” No, she’s just in time… here comes the birthday boy!

“Surprise! Happy Birthday!” Deputy Joe reacts with delight as he enters the picnic area. “A party? For ME? Oh, you DID remember!” Joe is truly touched. “And that’s not all,” says Hazel, hurrying towards him with the coconut carrier in hand. “I brought this for you!” Unfortunately, Hazel trips over a root, and drops the coconut! It bowls across the ground and ends up at Deputy Joe’s feet. In wonder, he picks it up and takes the elastics off. He opens it to reveal a perfectly intact cupcake! (“The shell worked!” says Elinor to Ari.)

“Do you like it?” asks Hazel. “I love it!” says Deputy Joe, misty eyed. “It’s the prettiest one I’ve ever seen!” He removes the cupcake from its snug, scooped-out niche in the bottom half, to better admire the coconut shell itself. “But how did you know about my coconut collection?” Er - his what?

Off the party guests’ laughter, we PULL BACK and…

FADE OUT.
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