ELINOR’S TOWN
No Need to Shout
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Elinor’s Question: How do you get your friends to understand you if you can’t talk? 

Logline: Elinor is supposed to sing a song with her friends but she’s lost her voice. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· (LS8) Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different: a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants and animals.  Elinor and her friends observe there are many different ways to communicate.
· (ND2). (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’): Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world.	Comment by Anne Lund: Would be great to know how you feel this applies in the story when you send the outline.

Synopsis: Ari and Hazel meet up with Elinor and decide to practice the new song they’ve made up. (It’s something along the lines of “If You’re Happy and you Know it” about different feelings.) They promised Ms. Mole they would perform it for the whole class.  Elinor, whose voice is quite croaky, says she’s been practicing her part ever since she got home from school yesterday. She croaks, “Maybe I practiced a little too much!” They start to sing the song, but instead of singing her part, Elinor just croaks. They try again, but now, Elinor doesn’t have any voice left at all! Elinor’s part in the song is key. They all agree that if Elinor can’t sing her part, the song just won’t work. 	Comment by Anne Lund: Why is her part key?  Maybe she always sings the name of the feeling?  So later, she can’t sing it but she can act it out?

On their way to school, they meet Mr. Dog whose tail wags vigorously when he sees them. Ari asks what that’s about and Mr. Dog explains that’s his way of showing he’s happy. Hazel says, “As Elinor would say, that’s so interesting!” Elinor smiles and nods.  Around the next bend, Ari notices a lizard sitting on a rock. As they get close, the lizard’s “frill” sticks up and creates a collar around its head! Then it turns and skitters away. Hazel and Ari conclude the lizard must have been afraid of them. Elinor nods. Just before they get to school they meet another member of the community who is carrying her young baby. They stop to see her and the baby lets out a huge yawn! The mother explains that she can tell by that yawn that her baby is tired and needs a nap.	Comment by Anne Lund: Wonder if they might share what they do when they are happy, scared or tired?

Suddenly Elinor does some charades for Ari and Hazel and finally gets them to understand that they should sing the song without her?. Ari and Hazel don’t get it – how can they sing it without Elinor? But she insists so they sing the first verse about happiness and when they get to Elinor’s part, she acts out “happy”! Hazel and Ari get it! Elinor doesn’t need to sing – she can use her body and expressions to show the feeling that they’re singing about! We finish with Elinor, Ari and Hazel singing their song to the class, with Elinor acting out the emotions. Hazel and Ari think the song ended up being way better this way. Ms. Mole agrees! And they can tell by Elinor’s smile that she does too!

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I like the idea of learning that animals including us communicate through out body language not just through our voice.  The dog tail wagging is a really good example because many kids will be able to relate.  I wonder if the bee and the lizard examples will be comprehended by 4 year olds.  I wonder if we show a lizard or another animal that raised its spikes or the frilled lizards that put up those big collar like skin to warn others off...if this might be more understandable for the age.  If there is a chance to add the social emotional learning about body language being important between friends that would be cool.
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