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Elinor’s Question: Why do birds sing?
Logline: Elinor and friends figure out that birds use songs to talk to each other.

Curriculum Goals:
LS 3a. Observe ways that animals and plants get what they need to live and grow. [Elinor will observe the ways the birds use songs to communicate in order to get what they need.]
ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’): Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world.    [Elinor understands that birds use song the way we use words. She uses the bird song to communicate with the birds and help her father sleep in.]
SEP1 Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation [Elinor asks why birds sing and does an investigation]
 SEP3. a. Identify and use a greater variety of tools to extend the senses for observing, measuring, and recording data about objects and events [Elinor uses binoculars]
SEP4. b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data [Elinor listens to as well as watches the birds] 
SEP6 b Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena [Elinor watches the birds to get a clue about why they sing]
SEP7. Engaging in argument from evidence
a. Engage in discussions before, during, and after investigations. [Elinor speculates about why birds sing, observes and updates her thoughts]
b. Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence [ Elinor uses her observations to support her idea for why bird sing]


1.EXT./INT. RABBIT’S HOUSE/RANGER AND MR. RABBIT’S ROOM  – EARLY MORNING

We see the sun rise in Animal Town, on a typical crisp clear morning.

CU: On a BIRD sitting on a branch outside of ELINOR’s window. Through the window, we see Elinor sleeping peacefully.

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Visual design: note to design the bedrooms next to one another on the same side of the house for this to occur
The bird jumps from branch to branch and lands on a branch very close to her parents’ bedroom window. Through the window we see MR. RABBIT sleeping, snoring quietly.


The bird gathers itself and then belts out a loud and proud bird song.

IN HIS ROOM: Mr. Rabbit wakes up. He stirs somewhat confused, looking around. He tries to go back to sleep, and when the bird singing stops, he curls up with his pillow: Ahhhh...

BACK ON THE TREE: Suddenly, the bird starts singing again.

BACK ON: Mr. Rabbit is awakened again. He groans sleepily and buries himself in his sheets. The bird song stops momentarily:  Ahhhh...

BACK ON: The bird prepares for its pièce de résistance, and starts belting out in song again, even louder this time.

BACK ON: Mr. Rabbit jumps out of his sheets startled and falls accidentally on the floor. He groans sleepily.

2.INT. ELINOR’S ROOM  -- A SHORT TIME LATER

ELINOR wakes up slowly. She rubs her eyes and yawns cheerfully. She hears some bird singing in the distance and gets out of bed. She appears at her bedroom window, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, enjoying the birdsong, “Good morning, bird! I LOVE your singing. I’ll be outside soon!” Then she leaves. 

3.INT. KITCHEN – DAY

Elinor comes down for breakfast, which Ranger Rabbit has just served on the table. She greets her mom and tells her about the bird singing outside. Just then, Mr. Rabbit slouches down the stairs like a sleep-deprived zombie.

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: For Animation timing. We need to fill this time with dialogue or other action otherwise we’re just watching him walking into the kitchen, grab the coffee pot, pour, put it back, take his cup and walk over to the chair to sit. 
We could either have Elinor tell him good morning and he can respond all sluggish and then slump in the chair etc. Or to save action time, have mom pouring a cup for him as he enters the kitchen so she can hold it out for him as he drags his feet to the chair. 
He pours himself coffee and slumps in a chair. “Are you okay, Dad?” asks Elinor a little worried, and her Dad says yes, he’s fine.  He’s just tired.  He was soooo looking forward to sleeping in today, but a bird woke him up. 

“Oh, you heard the bird singing too?” says Elinor.  “Wasn’t it pretty?” “Pretty LOUD!” says Dad.  “I couldn’t get back to sleep. Why do the birds have to sing right outside my window?” 

That gets Elinor thinking. “Hmmm… Why do birds sing at all? Lizards don’t sing. Plants don’t sing,” “I’m glad for that!” says Dad, taking a big sip of coffee.  

Ranger Rabbit gives Mister Rabbit his breakfast, “There you go, this will perk you up,” then joins her family at the table. “That’s a good question, Elinor. Why do you think birds sing? Do you have some ideas?” Elinor has a lot of ideas, and she shares them excitedly.  

Elinor wonders if the birds are practicing for a big performance somewhere? But she’s never heard of the birds giving a concert.

Dad suggests that maybe birds just like waking up sleeping bunnies? Elinor thinks that’s funny but says that birds also sing in other places and not just in the morning, so that can’t be it.

Elinor really wants to figure out why birds sing, that way maybe they can figure out why it’s singing so early and waking up her Dad. “Thank you,” says Dad. “I need MORE OBSERVATIONS!” says Elinor and her mother takes out a pair of binoculars and encourages her to go outside and watch the birds to try to find out.  

Elinor takes her plate to the counter then hops over and takes the binoculars from her mother, “Thanks for breakfast, Mom! See you later... Dad?” As she antics to hop off, she stops beside her Dad, who is now fast asleep, head on the table.  “Don’t worry, Dad. I’ll figure this out,” she whispers, and off she goes. 
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Very cute moment 

4.EXT. FOREST NEAR ELINOR’S HOUSE – A SHORT TIME LATER

ELINOR is walking in the woods near her house with the binoculars around her neck. “Ok,” she says, “let’s find some birds.”  She puts the binoculars to her face – the wrong way. 

[image: Picture 5]BIN POV: two very small overlapping circles with far away [image: ]looking trees. Elinor seems confused. The binoculars are not working!

She looks at them and realizes she has them on them backwards. Elinor smiles sheepishly and turns them around.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Could be cute if she says to herself ‘silly bunny’ with a smile 

BIN POV: We see two large overlapping circles that come into focus. Awesome! Binoculars let her see things that are far away as if they were close up!  She scans around and looks for a bird. She sees one, but then something brown and fuzzy blocks her view. “Hmm, what’s that?” The picture comes into focus and it’s a close up of… 

ON: ARI looking through the big end of the binoculars. Hazel is standing behind him. “Hi Elinor! What are you doing?”

Elinor laughs as she lowers the binoculars and explains that she’s looking for birds because she wants to know why they sing.

The kids agree that’s a great question and they ponder for a moment. Why do birds sing? They don’t know the answer either and they want to join Elinor’s curiosity quest AND help her Dad!  Let’s ALL watch the birds and maybe we can figure this out together. 

The kids stop to listen to the BIRDSONGBIRSONG around them – they hear birds singing from different directions, so they decide to split up so they can observe them all and they go off in different directions.

5.EXT. FOREST (BIRD-WATCHING SEQUENCE) – VARIOUS LOCATIONS - DAY 

ON: Elinor finds a good spot to sit and look for birds. She listens carefully to the noises of the forest. There is birdsong all around her, but nothing close.

Suddenly she hears chirping in a tree. She uses her binoculars to find it and sees a MAMA BIRD.  It is chirping away and looks like it’s looking for something.  Elinor wonders what the bird is looking for?	Comment by Anne Lund: Interested in how you will animate this to get this idea across. 

Then she hears a similar but higher chirp. She spots a similar-looking kid-version BIRD in a nearby tree.  The bird and mom start a call-and-response. The mom bird chirps and the kid answers. The mom moves closer and chirps again and the kid answers.
  
BINOCULAR POV: Elinor follows this progress in her binoculars. Finally, the mom finds the kid bird and they both chirp happily.  Elinor looks like she’s about to figure out what the birds were doing when suddenly, she hears Ari shout: “Hazel! Where are you!?”  “I’m over here! Who is this?” answers Hazel, also shouting. “It’s me, Ari!” Hazel replies: “Ari?” “Yes, it’s me!” “Where are you?” Ari gives a not very helpful reply: “I’m right next to a tree!”  Hazel says: “Which tree??”	Comment by Natalie Engel: Maybe Elinor could comment on this to herself: Oh! They found each other! Or she can “speak” for the birds in the same way she did for the ants in an earlier episode. The clearer we make the birds’ interaction with one another, the stronger the setup for Ari and Hazel’s interaction.	Comment by Natalie Engel: I like this exchange. Is Elinor observing Ari and Hazel through her binoculars, too? Wondering if this visual clue might help tie the two sets of behaviors (the birds and Ari/Hazel) together, per Anne’s notes. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Is hazel joking with Ari here?

The birds Elinor was watching also hear the shouting and decide to fly off. Ari and Hazel spot each other and finish their conversation. “Did you find any birds?” “No! I’m still looking!” “OK!”!”	Comment by Anne Lund: We might have to make the connection between these two “conversations” more explicit for kids understand. Same for the next bird/Ari/Hazel conversation/encounter below.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: They should emerge from the trees coming towards one another. Not noticing Elinor. One of them should say something like “there you are” ( a bit out of breath) as they spot one another and continue as you have it 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: They each go back in the direction they came from 

Elinor goes back to looking for birds.  After a beat, she spots a different BIRD sitting in a tree. Then she spots another BIRD nearby hopping from branch to branch towards the first bird. The first bird spots the second bird and starts to chirp, waving its wings. The second responds, trying to negotiate how close it can go. The first bird chirps, gesturing to the second bird to move further out. The birds seem to settle on a territorial arrangement, and Elinor looks like she’s about to figure out what the birds are doing when Ari and Hazel start to shout at each other again. “Hey, you’re too close!  I’m looking for birds here!” “No, you’re supposed to go over there! This is my spot!” “Really? Wait, I thought this was my spot!” Once again, the shouting makes the birds that Elinor was observing fly away.  Ari and Hazel finish their discussion: “Ok, so I’ll go over here!” “Ok!”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I’m concerned with how this will be communicated visually so it’s understood by our audience. 
I’m not sure what the solution is...if maybe the second bird gets closer to the first bird and the first bird chirps a lot, waving its wings forcing the second bird to move back to a further branch? But I’m assuming we want to avoid it looking aggressive 	Comment by Natalie Engel: It would be helpful if Elinor could narrate the birds’ actions throughout – so that even if she doesn’t fully add it all together until the end, at least we (the viewer) know how she’s interpreting what she’s seeing.  For example: The blue bird doesn’t seem happy to see the red bird.  Oh wow, now the red bird is getting really close! The blue bird looks frustrated!

Elinor goes back to bird watching and spots a group of birds up near where Ari is.  One of the birds spots Ari, and start chirping to the other birds, gesturing that there’s an animal coming. The other birds pay attention and pass the word down the line. They start to scoot over away from where Ari is coming. As Ari gets closer to them, Hazel starts shouting at him again from her spot in the forest. “Ari! Watch out, there’s a big rock over there!  Don’t run into it!” “What’s that, Hazel?” “I said, there’s a big rock near where you are. Don’t run into it!” “Rock? What r- oof!” He runs into the rock, stubbing his foot. He starts hopping on one foot, saying loudly “Yow! Ow! Ow!”. At this, the birds decide it’s better to move on, and they all fly off.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Does the bird closest to Ari see him first, start to chirp as it moves away from Ari but closer to the next bird , warning it and it continues from there?	Comment by Anne Lund: Do birds really gesture?  I don’t think I’ve experienced that.  We want to make sure we are representing the bird behavior accurately.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree with Anne.  We’ll need to research proper bird behavior to get this across correctly.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ON: Elinor thinks about all the things she’s seen.  She looks at the birds chirping at each other, and she looks at Ari and Hazel talking to each other (Hazel heard Ari stub his toe and is on her way to see him. “Where are you?” “I’m over here!”	Comment by Natalie Engel: Will she think through some of this out loud, to help us reach her conclusion alongside her?	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Maybe she should first call out “are you ok!?”

“Hmmm... That is SO INTERESTING! I think I know why birds sing!” She runs over to Ari and Hazel and, after checking that Ari is ok, tells them that she knows why birds sing. Singing is how they talk to each other!  She walks them through her observations: “First, I saw a mama bird calling to find her baby bird, and the baby bird responded, just like you and Hazel were calling to find each other. Then, I saw a bird sing to another bird that this was her tree, and that made the other bird find its own tree, just like you two were deciding where to look for birds.” Ari and Hazel go, “Ohhhh...” “And finally,” says Elinor, “I saw birds sing to tell each other to be careful, just like you were trying to tell Ari about the rock, Hazel!”	Comment by Anne Lund: This is her idea/conclusion right?  It seems like she should say “I think” instead of being so definitive.	Comment by Anne Lund: Watching the testing tonight is making me wonder if Elinor needs to make these connections all along instead of just here are the end.  Maybe we see how this all plays out in scripting?  But I worry that the bird behaviors might not be so noticeable that kids will make the connections along with Elinor about what the birds are doing and what Ari and Hazel are doing.  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I think this needs to be explained differently. It was more about respecting their personal space, and not being too close to one another.

Hazel and Ari catch on. “Birds sing to talk to each other,” says Hazel.  “To COMMUNICATE,” says Ari, showing off his knowledge of the word. Ari and Hazel get excited about observing this, and want to do more bird watching. Yes, says Elinor, but I think we need to do it more quietly. How can we talk to each other from different parts of the forest, without scaring off the birds?” They think about it for a beat. While they think, Ari starts to whistle to himself. That’s it, says Elinor!

MONTAGE: of the kids doing a better version of bird watching as they whistle to each other across different parts of the forest, all while the episode song plays. In between verses sung by Elinor, we hear musical whistling by Ari and Hazel to communicate with each other.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is cute - ala ‘whistle while you work’ an a cappella song 

We know it’s true,
Birds like to sing,
But why do they sing?
It’s for lots of things.

A whistle or a chirp can be
How do you do!
This is MY tree,
Or I love you,

Birds love to sing,
And now we know why!
They’re talking to each other,
Just like you and I!  	Comment by Anne Lund: I know it rhymes but it’s not grammatically correct.	Comment by Natalie Engel: You could change to something like: Birds love to sing/and now we can see/they’re talking to each other/just like you and me.

PULL OUT: As the kids are playing, running around WHISTLING and observing the birds. PAN UP to the sky.

CROSSFADE TO: 

6. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – WIDE

The sun sets, the night passes, the sun rises again.

7. EXT. ELINOR’S HOUSE – MORNING  

It’s early morning and through the window we see Elinor’s father sleeping happily. Suddenly the same bird from yesterday lands on the branch outside his window. 

ON: Just as the Bird opens its mouth and prepares to belt out a good morning song, it’s interrupted by an off-screen whistle.  ON: Elinor whistling to the bird. She smiles. 

WIDEN The bird looks interested in Elinor’s whistle. Elinor backs away whistling more, then she beckons (so it’s clear to the audience) and the bird follows. It flits from tree to tree, chirping in response as Elinor leads it away. 	Comment by Anne Lund: This is pretty subtle and I’m not sure kids will understand what Elinor is doing.  We haven’t connected the whistling as a way to communicate with the birds. Also, it’s not clear a bird would act this way. Some small birds get interested in the pishing sounds that birders make.  And if you play recorded bird songs, then the same bird might respond.  But how does Elinor know what to whistle to call this bird away from her father’s window?  And do they ever answer the question about why that particular bird is chirping there?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree with Anne that Elinor needs to first interpret why the bird is singing outside of her dad’s window.  She can then ask it to move and they can have a call-and-response, with Elinor talking and the bird singing.  For example:
Elinor: I wonder why that bird’s singing now. Oh! Maybe it’s saying good morning!
<Bird whistles>
Elinor: Good morning to you too, bird.  But… do you think you could sing your song over there? My dad is trying to sleep.
<Bird whistles>
Elinor: Where? I’ll show you! 
(And then they could have a call-and-response bird song as she leads it away)


“Have a good sleep, Dad!” says Elinor, PAN back to show Elinor’s father sleeping happily. THE END 

 Sara Sweetman Notes:
I love the introduction to binoculars as a tool that we use to OBSERVe things farther away and see them more clearly and upclose.  I also think the connection made that birds sing to communicate is age appropriate.  I struggled a little with the "my spot" "your spot" argument.  I just think the need to communicate between the characters should be fleshed out or made more into the story (also you want to be careful about how the kids talk to each other.  We need to model approrpriate behavior or use the episode to teach a lesson about talking nicely).
[bookmark: _GoBack]I look forward to the draft.
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