
ELINOR’S TOWN
Why Are There So Many Different Kinds of Plants?
PREMISE – V3 – December 5, 2018

Elinor’s Question: Why are there so many different kinds of plants? 
Logline: As Elinor and her class explore playing soccer, her observations about how plants in the surrounding forest are all good at different things, much like how her classmates are all good at different soccer skills, helps Elinor find the perfect place for herself in the game. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· LS8 Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different. Elinor makes the connection between the different attributes of some plants, and the different soccer skills of her friends. Sara’s clarification: Diversity of Life  Different living things have different characteristics that allow them to function in their environment.  It's a good thing we all don't have all the same form and function because then we could not have a healthy system.  	Comment by Anne Lund: I’m not sure this connection is coming through very strongly because the relationship is not very clearly 1:1.  It might require some adjustments to make this clearer for kids.
· Perhaps no ND in this one. 	Comment by Anne Lund: Just wondering when we might see an ND focused story since there has been a lot of stories with LS as the primary goal.  Want to be mindful of 50% ND stories if possible.

Ms. Mole leads the class out of school with a soccer ball at her feet, ready to be kicked. “To the soccer field”, she declares, and she hoofs it – quite far! The class races after it as a group. Elinor notices how the class, when they chase after the ball together, look like a herd flock of baby ducklings chasing after their mama! Ms. Mole is amused by the comparison – she’s right, good observation, Elinor! At the field, Ms. Mole tells the class they’re going to play some soccer today, explaining that it’s a game where you can play with a ball in all kinds of different ways – by running with and dribbling it, by kicking it, and even bouncing it off your head! But you can’t use your hands, she adds, unless you’re the goalie. Elinor finds this all really interesting! How does that even work? In her signature earnest but slapstick fashion, Ms. Mole demonstrates various soccer actions, wowing the class with her surprisingly powerful kicks, and -- when she doesn’t miss seeing the ball entirely – she can head and pass it too. Elinor didn’t realize there was so much to playing soccer, but Ms. Mole assures her (and all the kids) that you don’t have to learn everything at once, just find what you’re good at and practice that!  We’re all different and good at different things, and it’s a good thing too, because that’s what makes a good soccer team	Comment by Natalie Engel: This observation might need to be supported by a visual – some kids might not get the connection unless they see it.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I would assume Elinor doesn’t run after the ball with the rest of the class if she’s speaking to Ms.Mole about her observation 	Comment by Anne Lund: Is there anything to pointing out the different body parts used to play soccer as a way to bring forward the idea of structure and function mentioned in the LG?  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Suggest instead of powerful kicks – its surprisingly fancy footwork/skills. – dribbling, heading it, controlling the ball. Otherwise if she’s kicking it with power then it’ll go far away and they’ll have to retrieve it, delaying the story	Comment by Anne Lund: Little kids are discouraged from heading the ball for safety reasons – risk of concussion.  In many states, kids aren’t allowed to head the ball until they are 12.  So we might not want to mention this.

Ms. Mole passes out more soccer balls and the kids spread out to try different things. Elinor, Ari, and Hazel watch the others try some kicking, passing, running, etc. before they spot a free ball and all run for it at once. Ari’s the last to reach it. Too bad you can’t fly in soccer, he says. He’s a much faster flier than he is a runner! He does a quick swoop through the air to make his point and grabs the ball. Ms. Mole has to remind him not to touch the ball with his hands – oh, right! Elinor, Ari and Hazel pass the ball to each other with their feet, and Hazel’s passes are bang on.  Wow! Elinor notices that even when Hazel passes the ball with her trunk, she has perfect aim! Elinor’s passes however, go off the mark, and Ari ends up missing the ball completely and doing a back flip, to many giggles (Ari’s semi-airborne flips and misses can be a gentle comic runner – he’s having a great time). As Hazel keeps practicing her “trunk bopping” Ari and Elinor are almost blown away by Silas Cheetah who runs past at lightning speed.  Oooooh, I can’t run as fast as Silas observes Elinor with admiration, nor can she tail kick like Sally Beaver – she has the perfect tail for it! And Ari agrees that no one can run like Silas or tail-kick like Sally, but what are THEY good at?  Hmmm.  Then Ari and Elinor see the Goat twins head-butting the ball back and forth, so they decide to try that!  It doesn’t work, but there is much laughter as the ball gets tangle in Elinor’s ears and Ari keeps swooping around after the ball, catching it with his hands again as Ms. Mole gives him the hairy eyeball. Finally one last failed head-butt and the ball bounces off into the forest. “I’ll get it!” says Elinor, and Ari is about to join her but first he looks to Ms. Mole who assures them it’s okay to pick up a lost ball with your hands.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Pls add at the top when we first see Ms.Mole that she’s also carrying a net full of soccerballs along with a ball at her feet. So she has them at the field with her at this moment
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Gag – he looks down at the ball in his hands and can yell “Ahhh!” as in – how did that get there. This can be a running gag	Comment by Kevin Micallef: If we want to avoid introducing a new classmate (this is a new character) we could use Medhi Fox instead who would also be fast 	Comment by Anne Lund: Same safety note (though for goats it might be OK?)	Comment by Natalie Engel: Maybe it’s a matter of them using their horns to catch and throw the ball, rather than head-butting, if we want to be mindful of this.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Gag – again he is surprised to see the ball in his hands again ‘ Ahhh!’ 

In the forest, Elinor and Ari find the soccer ball at the base of a maple tree (Ari picks it up), they pause in its shade. Ahhh, with its wide branches and lovely-shaped maple leaves, the tree is sooo good at shading them.  I wonder what the other plants are good at? Hmmm, we need MORE observations. Elinor and Ari start looking around and noticing that there are so many different KIND of plants.  But why? With closer observation they begin to notice how each plant has something they are good at.  This grass is a pretty colour, this flower has a lovely smell,  the vine is such a good climber, and the strawberry plant makes STRAWBERRIES, iiiinteresting. That’s why there are so many different kinds, because each plant is good at something different.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This feels like it comes out of nowhere. What’s her motivation to not return to playing soccer and wanting to explore? – is there any way we can have one moment where a plant is observed during the soccer practice? I’m not sure what the situation can be but something that Elinor can make a very quick ‘that’s interesting’ and then continue practicing. So when we get to this moment she can say – that first plant was good at that, and not this maple tree is good at creating shade…wonder what other plants are good at…. 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Feels more in character to have Ari nervous about them taking too long to get back with the ball…	Comment by Anne Lund: It would be good to say more about the structure of the plants and how it makes them good at something specific to their function.  Not sure being the color green is what makes the grass good at something that relates to its function (the same way a beaver having a strong tail for swimming makes them good at hitting the soccer ball with their tail.) 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree with Anne’s comments.  Maybe we could focus the observations around the strawberry patch, and how the various plants help the strawberries grow: the tree keeps it shady and comfortable.  The grass helps protect the strawberries from being seen and eaten as they’re growing.  The vines help keep the strawberries all together… would need guidance from Sara, but something along those lines.   

We also need to make sure it’s clear that all of this diversity leads up to something bigger. To borrow Sara’s phrasing, it’s a good thing that all of these plants contribute something special to the strawberry patch – otherwise, we wouldn’t have the strawberries! Just like it’s good that all of us have different soccer skills.  Otherwise, we wouldn’t be a strong team.

Returning to the pitch, Elinor is excited to make the connection between the plants she’s observed and her friends.  They each have something they are really good at too! Hazel is a wonderful trunk-bopper, and the goat twins are fantastic head-bouncers, Silas Cheetah is the fastest runner by far and Sally Beaver is a great tail kicker!  Then Ari asks Elinor what she’s good at. Elinor is stumped. She’s been so busy watching her friends, she hadn’t thought about that yet. I know what you’re good at, Hazel says – noticing things! Ms. Mole smiles. She completely agrees and asks Elinor to be the team’s Coach! Because that’s what coaches do, they observe, notice things and then help their players improve. Elinor is excited! She’s found her place.  “Now what about me?” says Ari, doing a little flip in the air.  “Any place for a bat with big wide wings who can’t keep his feet on the ground or his hands off the ball?”  Elinor smiles, she knows the perfect place – GOALIE!! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps Elinor kicks it high towards Ari – he jumps and flutters his wings making a great save as he catches the ball. Lands excited! To end the episode the kids scatter all excited to continue playing. 


Sara Sweetman Notes:

I see potential for this script to really get at the idea that systems are made of parts that have specific form and function to work together to complete a task.  A soccer team as a system and a plant as a system.   -OR- Diversity of Life  Different living things have different characteristics that allow them to function in their environment.  It's a good thing we all don't have all the same form and function because then we could not have a healthy system.  
I do think it might help to narrow in on the "take away" message so that the language and ideas can start to come together sooner in the story....
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