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By: Rachel Lipman / OUTLINE V1 – 16 December 2018

ELINOR’S TOWN
EP 108 Special Places
By: Rachel Lipman
OUTLINE V2 – 19 December 2018

Elinor’s Question: Why do birds lay eggs in nests and dogs bury bones in the ground? 
Logline: When Ari misplaces the group’s favorite ball, they discover that he needs a system for keeping track of his things.
Curriculum Goals:
LS8. Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different: i.e. The bird, ant and dog are very different animals, but they all have similar behaviors in that they have special places to store and keep important things safe. 
ND. None in this one. 
SEP3: Planning and carrying out investigations:
e: Design and build a solution to a simple problem (they make a special place to keep the ball after observing a nest, a hole, etc.)

1.EXT. BATS’ CAVE (ARI’S HOUSE) – DAY

Open on ELINOR and HAZEL waiting outside the Bats’ house/cave for Ari to come out with his super bouncy ball, so they can go enjoy their sunny Saturday. They try to guess how high they think it will bounce. As high as their heads? As high as the top of that tree? To the moon? Ari finally comes outside and announces he has “bad news and good news.” The bad news is he couldn’t find the ball in his room. The good news is, now they can play “hide and seek” with the ball instead – they can all look for it together. Doesn’t that sound like fun? Elinor and Hazel exchange looks. “Maybe we should check your room one more time, Ari,” Hazel says with a smile. Elinor adds playfully, “The ball could be in there, you know – under some of the mess.”  Ari shrugs, sure, they can take another look around his room if. 	Comment by S C: I like the naïve open thinking here.

This opening scene is mostly talking.  Can we get a little bit of physical humor happening?)	Comment by Jorge Cham: Ari should come out ready to play, and then realize he forgot the ball, and they have to go find it.  In other words, remove the fact that he already looked for it (it seems uncessary).	Comment by S C: If… ?


2. INT. BATS’ CAVE – ARI’S ROOM – DAY – CONT.

CLOSE ON Ari, standing on what appears to be a neat and empty floor next to his bed. “I don’t know why everyone thinks my room is so messy. There’s no mess here.” PULL OUT AND ROTATE CAMERA to reveal Ari is “standing” on the ceiling (his bed is bolted to the ceiling, as bats sleep upside down.) From down below, we hear Hazel and Elinor giggle as camera rotates again to reveal Elinor and Hazel standing (figuratively) knee-deep in debris in Ari’s room, where clothes, bath towels, toys and picture cover the “floor.” Ari comes down to help Elinor and Hazel turn over some of the items on his floor, but they don’t find his ball. Ari concludes, “more bad news / good news! The bad news is, the ball is definitely not in my room, and the good news is, now that we know exactly where it ISN’T, we also know exactly where it IS!” “Where?” asks Elinor. “Somewhere else!” Ari declares confidently. That may be true, but if they don’t find the ball soon the beautiful ball-playing day will be OVER! Elinor has an idea: “Ari, let’s retrace your steps and do everything you did this morning, then we’ll find the ball wherever you left it! We need MORE Observations!” Great idea, Ari tries to remember, acting out his day as he recalls: “Okay, I got up, I had the ball, I ate breakfast, I had the ball…” Elinor and Hazel follow him OS.	Comment by Jorge Cham: This pull out and camera rotation should also reveal the big mess on the real floor.	Comment by S C: If we rotate again then we are upside down. Maybe “pull out”?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Need to establish that he HAD the ball this morning, but doesn’t remember where he put it.

3. EXT. BATS’ HOUSE – YARD – DAY – CONT.

“I went outside, I had the ball…” Ari walks through the yard with Elinor and Hazel and as they pass a basket of apples, “Oooh, these apples are so good, I had one this morning,” says Ari – he offers one to Hazel and Elinor who decline, maybe later.  They continue walking a few steps, then Ari stops all of a sudden, freezing in place. He remembers! We SEE Ari’s thought bubble as he recalls and narrates: “After I came outside my dad asked me to rake the leaves!” 

ANGLE ON: A messy pile of leaves. “Maybe the ball’s in there!” Elinor, Hazel and Ari look at each other for a beat then – WHOO-HOOO! They dive right in having a great playing in the leaves as they look for the ball. 	Comment by S C: Like the physical humor here

As the kids play we hear <SFX: BIRDS CHIRPING> overhead, and Elinor looks up in the tree, noticing a bird on a branch overhead. She moves closer to observe it.

SCIENCE MOMENT CU: The bird hops busily over to its nest, adding leaves and twigs to build it up. On closer inspection, Elinor notices three little eggs in the nest. Elinor watches the bird for a minute and observes that the bird keeps its eggs in a nest. I wonder why. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is an internal thought here, right? Make that clear?  These observations should be slightly subliminal, like when Elinor’s attention was caught by the kids using Velcro when she walked into the school.

BACK TO SCENE: Hazel and Ari are smiling as the leaves settle around them. That was fun but no ball, and it looks like Ari’s going to have to rake these leaves again.  “We’ll help, Ari,” says Hazel, “Where’s the rake?” and then Ari remembers. “Oh yeah, before I could rake the leaves, I needed to go and find the rake behind the shed! That’s what I did next! Come on!” Ari leads the way again.	Comment by S C: This is a bit confusing. Are they still retracing their steps, or taking a detour to rerake the leaves?  Maybe simplify by only focusing on retracing steps, not re-raking the leaves..

4. EXT. BACK OF HOUSE – DAY – CONT.

Ari leads Hazel and Elinor to the back of the house. They don’t see the rake, but Ari does remember exactly where he was standing when he practiced the “toss and spin” move with the ball. He demonstrates an invisible apple. “You toss it up, then try to spin all the way around before you catch it. Pretty impressive, huh?” he asks Hazel and Elinor.	Comment by S C: With an	Comment by Jorge Cham: This should be a fun physical humor moment.  Maybe have Ari try the convoluted move and fall down. “It’s more impressive with the ball.”

[bookmark: _MON_1606724364]But Elinor and Hazel are distracted as SALLY BEAVER hurries by, “Hey, Sally!”  Sally is busy, picking up twigs that she finds on the ground, “Excuse me, pardon me, just collecting twigs to put in our lodge for the winter,” Elinor watches with a thoughtful and curious expression. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Should it be  just Elinor doing the observation?

SCIENCE CU MOMENT: Elinor watches Sally Beaver collect green stems and smaller twigs and bundle them together.	Comment by Jorge Cham: I’m not sure a close up moment is warranted here.

As Sally hurries by Elinor asks her what she’s doing with all the twigs. Sally explains that she and her family collect twigs, bark and stems when the weather is still warm, to eat when the weather turns cold. They store the yummy treats in in a special spot - their lodge.

ANGLE ON: Sally’s lodge in the distance by the stream (maybe with a little cache of green twigs inside).  Ooooh, Elinor is fascinated. “That way we can find our food when we’re hungry,” 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is more of the “moment” in this scene.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Add an Elinor “Hmmmm…” beat here to show she is absorbing the idea.

Meanwhile, “I think I see the rake!” says Hazel and they all follow her across the yard, but it turns out to be just a stick on the ground. “Perfect, thank you,” says Sally, hurrying past again on her way home.

“Oh, right. Here’s the rake,” says Ari holding it up – we can see it’s broken. “How did you rake leaves with this broken rake?” Elinor asks Ari. “Oh yeah,” he recalls, “I couldn’t. I had to borrow ANOTHER rake from Mr. Dog next door. That’s what I did next!” “Let’s go check there!” says Elinor.	Comment by S C: This is a fun progression, but let’s get periodic reminders of the overall goal: to find the ball..

5. EXT. MR. DOG’S YARD – DAY – CONT.

As they arrive at friendly-busy-neighbor MR. DOG’s yard, he looks up to greet them as he finishes burying a bone in a hole that he then fills over. 

SCIENCE CU MOMENT: Elinor watches Mr. Dog bury the bone. She watches the bone go into the hole in the ground as Mr. Dog quickly and expertly covers it with dirt, using a shovel. “Hi, Elinor, hello Hazel. Nice to see you again, Ari,” he says, waving. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Move this moment to later in the conversation with Mr. Dog.

Elinor asks, “Why do you bury bones? Don’t you like to eat them?” Mr. Dog explains, “That’s exactly why I bury them. Bones are delicious to chew on, but I can’t always finish them. I want to make sure I can find them later, so I always keep them in the same place.” Elinor thinks for a moment and declares, “A special place!! That’s sooooo interesting!”	Comment by Jorge Cham: Have them chit chat with MR. Dog first about looking for the ball.  Then  when the conversation goes idle, Elinor starts asking what Mr. Dog is doing.	Comment by Jorge Cham: 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is more where the “moment” should go.

Ari asks Mr. Dog if he’s seen Ari’s ball. “Nope, but I can lend you a shovel if that rake didn’t work out for Ari. 

“Oh yeah, I need to bring the rake back when I’m done,” Ari says. “Much appreciated, young man,” says Mr. Dog, “I like to put everything back in its place.” 	Comment by S C: So where is Mr. Dog’s rake now? If Ari didn’t return it, it should be back in Ari’s yard, and they would have seen it?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Maybe they find two rakes in the back of the house: one broken and one whole.  OR, they find one rake, but it has “Mr. Dog” engraved on it, and Ari remembers that he had to borrow the rake from Mr. Dog (presumably, the Bats’ rake broke and they had to throw it away)

6. EXT. ON THE WAY BACK TO ARI’S - DAY

As they head back to Ari’s house, Elinor lights up, commenting that they’ve just seen Mr. Dog, Sally Beaver and the birds doing things that are sort of the same -- putting important things in special places. The birds build a nest so that they can keep their important eggs safe and make sure they don’t get lost. Sally Beaver and her family put twigs and sticks in their lodge so they will have it when they need it in the winter. And Mr. Dog buries his bones in a special spot in his yard so he can always find them when he wants to chew on them again. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Let’s move the realization back to the scene with Mr. Dog. While Elinor processes what Mr. Dog told them about keeping his bones in a special place, Ari asks him again if he’s seen the ball, and Mr. Dog reconfirms that it’s not here.  This should feel like the dead end of the search for the ball. Where is the ball then??? At that moment, Elinor has her Aha! Moment and she recaps and pieces together all the different things she observed.  Then Hazel says Ari should have put the ball in a special place, and then Ari’s stomach growls, so he says he needs an apple to put in his special place, his stomach!  This makes Ari piece together: ball, apple, special place… he remembers where he left the ball!

Hazel gets the picture – “so if Ari puts his ball in a special ball place, he’ll know just where it is!” But first they have to FIND the ball. They encourage Ari to concentrate and try to remember one more time where he could have left the ball. 

Ari stares off in the distance, thinking, then his belly <GROWLS>. “Uh-oh. I’m hungry and I can’t concentrate when I’m hungry!” Ari realizes that all he’s had to eat since breakfast was an apple…, and then he lights up. “Wait – that’s it!” Ari takes off for his yard, and Elinor and Hazel follow, as Ari recalls, “After I raked the leaves – I had an APPLE! FOLLOW ME!”

7. EXT. ARI’S YARD – DAY – CONT.

Ari continues retracing his steps back to his yard, as Hazel and Elinor follow him, trying to keep up with his logic. Ari: “After I raked the leaves, I was so hungry I just HAD to eat an apple.” He reaches into the basket and pulls out THE BALL! Hazel and Elinor are thrilled. “How did it end up there?” Ari says, “I just put the ball in the special apple place, not the special ball place!” And look, Hazel notices, there’s Mr. Dog’s rake! ANGLE ON: the rake, leaning by the tree. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: No need to make the rake a thing they have to find. Let’s keep it focused on the ball.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ari does his famous throw and spin – let’s play with this ball. But Hazel and Elinor smile at him, isn’t there a couple of things they need to do first? 

SPECIAL PLACES SONG MONTAGE:

Elinor and Hazel quickly help Ari re-rake the leaves (they jump in the air catching stray leaves and laughing). 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This is a nice moment, and let’s keep it, but it doesn’t have to be directly motivated (i.e. re-raking the leaves doesn’t have to become part of the plot). This is simply the kids tidying things up where they played.  

ELINOR, HAZEL, ARI
Make a place for this
Make a place for that
Keep all your special things in a special place!

The kids revisit the birds as they return Mr. Dog’s rake – he put it in the “special rake place” and gives them the thumbs up. Then they see Sally on their way back to Ari’s, she waves as she puts her sticks in her lodge. 

ELINOR: Birds build nests to keep their eggs,
ARI: Dogs dig holes for their bones,
HAZEL: And beavers store their sticks and twigs,
ELINOR: Safe inside their homes!

Back in Ari’s room, they work together to put everything away in its “special place” clothes in the hamper, toys in the toybox, books on the book shelf, etc.

ARI: To find our toys again,
HAZEL: We put them away,
ELINOR: In a special place
ALL: Where they can always stay!

ALL:
Make a place for this
Make a place for that
Keep all your special things in a special place!

END MONTAGE

7. INT. ARI’S ROOM – DAY – MOMENTS LATER

CU: on Ari’s happy face. “Wow, my room has never looked THIS good before. Thanks!” WIDEN TO REVEAL: Now the floor and the ceiling are BOTH neat. “Yep, everything is in its special place,” says Hazel. “Now let’s go and play ball - FINALLY!” Ari looks around. “Uh-oh, I forgot where the ball is!” Ari starts to panic. “Not to worry – I made a special place for it!” Elinor shows them – a tray on top of Ari’s dresser (or a more imaginative place). “Catch!” she says as she tosses the ball to Ari and he does his spin-around move. Ta-DAH! THE END 





