ELINOR’S TOWN
The Amazing Expandable Clubhouse
PREMISE P039 – V4 – November 8, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How do snails grow their shells? 
Logline: Elinor and her friends run into trouble when so many kids join their club that there’s no more room in the Clubhouse. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time (LS4).
· Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world (ND3).

Open on a big carboard box with cut out windows in a clearing, kids’ voices coming from inside, “An Explorer is brave, and Explorer is kind, an Explorer is CURIOUS!  Who knows what we’ll find!” Inside the Box Elinor, Ari and Hazel are inducting the newest member of their Exploring Club - Sally Beaver.  “Let’s EXPLORE!”  Elinor is ready to rock, but Hazel reminds her that there are some club things they have to do first – make sure the clubhouse is clean, the club salute, AND they have to pick a club mascot… Ari, who was distracted, suggests making the two snails climbing on the window sill their mascots (he names them Norma and Loulou, after his aunties, who they resemble). Elinor is a little impatient to get exploring, so she quickly checks the clubhouse, does the salute, and inducts the snails. Finally, they can go exploring! But before they can get outside, Kai Wombat pokes his head in the door, “What are you guys doing?” When he finds out about the Club, he wants to join.  Come on in, the Explorer’s Club is for everybody.  “Me too?” It’s Tito Mouse.  Sure!! 

The Clubhouse is getting pretty crowded, but everyone is welcome - that’s the Explorer way. Elinor is cheerfully trying to get everyone inducted so they can get out and EXPLORE when Camilla Dromedary shows up. Can she come in?  Of course!  It takes some doing as she squeezes inside, they can all barely fit!  A squished Hazel suggests the next order of business should be to get a bigger clubhouse. Elinor says it wouldn’t be a problem if they were out EXPLORING, but Hazel reminds her that the new members have to do the Explorer motto first.  Right. Elinor is just beginning the motto when the Goat Twins show up – they squeeze inside, now there’s REALLY no room. Just then Ari can’t find the snails, so he pokes his head out but as he does the Box starts to teeter, then totter and then whoops! The entire Clubhouse tumbles over and rolls down a (small) hill.

The kids climb out, safe and sound, but it’s clear they have a problem. Elinor considers the possibilities: they could get another box and have two clubhouses. But then they would have to shout to have meetings. They could get a bigger box. But what if MORE kids want to join. While the kids keep brainstorming, Ari finds the snails (phew!), and says it’s a good thing they had their shells to protect them.  Elinor overhears this and realizes the kids were all crammed in the box like the snails are crammed inside their shells. It makes her wonder: how do snails grow their shells? This draws the other kids in. By observing the lines in the spiral, they figure out how snails do it (confirming in the Explorer’s Guide to Nature Book).The snails are ADDING to their shells as they grow! See! The snail shell winds around, starting small and getting bigger. This inspires Elinor. That’s what they’ll do! They’ll EXPAND their box by adding on an addition made of carboard and they get plenty of materials in case more kids show up. Elinor is happy because learning from Nature and solving a problem is one way to do exploring. THE END




















Kevin Notes: 

I love how this is a self contained episode - all taking place within and around the clubhouse. Makes for interesting visual storytelling

Each time Elinor wants to explore - It’ll be a nice repetitive action If Elinor is interrupted each time the moment she’s about to step out the door.  Again when Kia Wombat appears and again and again.

[bookmark: _GoBack]They comment on picking a mascot - They are inducting a new member, so we’d assume E,H and A have been members already. Therefore wouldn’t they already have a mascot?
Unless the dialogue suggest they still haven’t picked a cub mascot and it’s time they do so.

Once all the kids are inside the clubhouse - If we wish to add more - suggest maybe as they’re all squeezed in, one says they’re hungry and if someone can reach into their backpack behind hi to get his pudding. Maybe hazel was wanting to draw each of them on the inside wall but the marker fell “has anyone seen my red marker!?” As they try to shuffle their way to get what’s needed. Fun seeing how they work together, or respond to being packed in

Could be cute if either the motto or the induction process is an expressive display with hand gestures etc. Kind of like an over the top hand shake. This way it gets tougher and tougher to do with the clubhouse getting so crowded.

Once the all come out of the tumbled box, Perhaps one of the kids finds the snails on Ari (head) for a visual gag -Ari “hey! How did you guys get up there!?”

The end -I assume we won’t see the building of the clubhouse expansion or the results of it? And perhaps we can end with Elinor finally able to get the group to go and explore as she’s been trying to all along or combine the two “let’s go get lots more cardboard, and we can explore nature on the way!”


Sara Notes:
I think this premise is great...very age appropriate.  I like the social emotional learning associated with promoting an inclusive club and one that could grow no matter who wants to join.  I also like the constructivist thinking around the engineering process.    It would be great when the characters build a bigger clubhouse if they could highlight some of the processes in our design cycle.  Maybe character could ask "Is it big enough yet?"  then test it and improve it.  

The only place there seemed to be a content 'leap' is here "Elinor overhears this and realizes the kids were all crammed in the box like the snails are crammed inside their shells. It makes her wonder: how do snails grow their shells?" How does Elinor know that snails shells grow?  It might be helpful for Elinor (or others) to notice that the two snails are different sizes...then they think "maybe as the snail grows so does the shell" and then check their thinking with a book or adult.

image1.emf


