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Elinor’s Question: Are there plants on the moon? 
Logline: The kids wonder whether there are plants on the moon, and collect information from different sources.
Curriculum Goals:
LS3: Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow: 
ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Cause and Effect’):  Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect, and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds. 
SEP1: Asking questions, demonstrate curiosity about the greater worlds.

Elinor is on her front porch with her dad. The clouds have parted and the moon is out. He shows her how to look at it through a telescope. They comment on how round it is and how bright it looks. Elinor looks at the plants around her. She wonders, “are there plants on the moon?” Before her dad can answer, Elinor’s mom calls them for her to go to bed.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Let’s have her dad comment about how times flies when you’re having fun...something of the fact that he didn’t realize the time. Otherwise he’ll come across like he’s irresponsible and mom needs to call her in to get to bed.

	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Doe this take place at school or is it the  weekend? I’m asking because they later go off to ask a lot of people questions about the moon. Is this during school hours? After school? Are they accompanied by an adult or free to go into town? Some things we need to consider and establish 
The next day, Elinor shares her question with her friends. They get curious about it. If there are plants all around them, why can’t there be plants on the moon? It’s a mystery! Ari says that if there are flowers on the moon, he’d like to get some to give to his mom for her birthday. They discuss different ways they could find out: they could go to the moon (but none of them know how to get there). They could get a bigger telescope so they could see better, but none of them know where to get one.  Finally, Elinor has an idea: they could ask a lot of different people, and see what they think.   The kids walk around town and ask several kids and adults: “Do you think there are plants on the moon?” The first animal they talk to isn’t sure,  but fills them in on what the moon is: it’s a big round rock in space that moves around the Earth. The second animal doesn’t know either, but imagines that if there were a lot of plants, you’d see the moon covered in green. The third animal doesn’t know for sure either, but gets the kids to think about what plants need: air, and water and sunlight and dirt.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Very cute :)	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is a really nice way to have the kids explore and gather info instead of just a book. It also allows us to met our cast of characters around town.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Do the kids keep a list to reference later when they’re at the library? Ie. drawing earth with a rock beside it. A circle and coloured in green with an x over it etc

The kids think about all that they heard, and how it’s still a mystery.  It’s near the end of the day and they realize that they are next to the library, so they go inside and ask the librarian.  She brings them pictures of the moon. The kids observe that there doesn’t seem to be any water, or sky or clouds on the moon. They wonder if there’s any air at all! The librarian confirms that the moon doesn’t have oceans or lakes or rivers and that there is no air. The kids decide that there must not be any plants on the moon because it doesn’t have the things that plants need. Ari seems disappointed he won’t be able to give his mom flowers from the moon, but the librarian tells him, “Actually…” She leads them outside and picks some white flowers from the bushes lining the library entrance.  She says these flowers are called “Moonflowers” because some of them only open up at night. Ari is happy he’ll be able to give his mom moon flowers, even if they didn’t come from the moon! We end with them on the porch looking at the sky and wondering what it would be like to visit the moon (assuming they bring enough air, water and snacks, of course, says Ari!).	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We could possibly end back at Ari’s place as they sit out front. His mom putting the flowers into a vase or pot. Then hugging him as she goes inside - during their conversation 



