NOTES FROM ROSEMARY: It's not just babies that fly in the wind, though baby & small spiders tend to be more likely to do it, and some of the larger spiders either CAN'T do it or make absolutely enormous sails to catch the wind. From my research, I also don't think that scientists know exactly which species can balloon as adults. Some of the known adult ballooners don't even make nests. Rather than wade through the different possible species, I thought it'd be good to stick with the babies! They like to disperse this way so they don't *gulp* eat each other in the nest.

IN RESPONSE TO A NOTE FROM SARA: I didn't want to discuss the shape of the "sail" because it's frankly pretty weird! That's because electrostatic charge seems to be a big chunk of the story. The sail is a bunch of long separate threads that carry charge, sort of like hair when it's staticky, as far as I understand? Anyway, the spiders move with a mix of wind and charge. I figured that was too complicated for our purposes.
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