Comic 009

Panel 1: Elinor (walking with her Mom at night) spots an owl up in a tree. She says, “Look, an owl!”
Panel 2: Elinor runs up to the tree and says, “Hello, Mr. Owl!” The owl responds, “Hoo.” 
Panel 3: A confused Elinor responds, “You, Mr. Owl.” The owl says again, “Hoo.” Elinor insists, “I’m saying hi to YOU!” The owl says “Hoo!” again.
Panel 4: Elinor turns to her mom and says, “This owl doesn’t know who I’m talking to!” The owl says, “Hoo!” again.

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Bird sounds! Talk to your child and explore outdoors (or look up an online bird recording depository - https://www.xeno-canto.org/) to listen to different bird sounds. Talk about their differences and even imitate them. PBS: for the activity, I’d recommend something like Audubon or Cornell Ornithology Lab as a go-to resource for bird calls. The one they list is not super user friendly for parents/kids. (www.allaboutbirds.org<http://www.allaboutbirds.org>)


Comic 010

Panel 1: Olive (in full snow gear ) and her Mom walk out of their house on a snowy day. Ms. Elephant asks Olive, “Are you ready to go play outside, Olive?”
Panel 2: Looking down at her outfit, Olive says, “Yup, I got my pants, sweater, snowsuit, gloves, scarf, boots and trunk warmer.”
Panel 3: She looks up and says, “I just forgot one thing.”
Panel 4: Running back inside, scarf flying off, Olive says, “I have to go to the bathroom!” Olive’s Mom SIGHS with a smile.

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Dress for the weather. Talk to your child about what different clothes you need in different seasons and times of the day. Or: Dress-up Game! Create different outfits based on conversations about weather, and challenge to see who can dress for winter the quickest! 


Comic 011

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are walking outside in the snow in their winter clothes. Elinor says, “I love Winter!”
Panel 2: She continues: “I love snowflakes, and snow building, and ice skating…” 
Panel 3: Olive says, “My favorite part is being cold.” Elinor looks confused. Behind them we see Ms. Elephant coming this way.
Panel 4: As mom hands them hot cups of cocoa, Olive continues, “Because then my mom brings us hot chocolate. Yum!” 

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Winter around the World! Talk to your child about what winter might be like in other parts of the world, like the tropics, or in the desert, or in the North or South Pole. Imagine if you were in one of these places, how would you dress to play outside? Or: Make your own hot chocolate (or favorite winter time drink)! Talk about fun things you can put in it. 


Comic 012

Panel 1: We see Mr. Rabbit letting a smiling Elinor into the front door of their house. Elinor is covered in mud, leaves and sticky seeds.
Panel 2: We see Olive now walking in, also covered in dirt and leaves, smiling.
Panel 3: We see Ari walking in, also covered in dirt and smiling.
Panel 4: As the trail of dirt/dust settles in front of him, Mr. Rabbit looks off-screen after them and says, “Looks like somebody had fun playing outside!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Mud Play for Preschoolers! Make mud sculptures and mud cubes using ice cube trays to build castles, etc. (https://kidminds.org/mud-sculptures-old-fashioned-fun-with-nature/)


Comic 013

Panel 1: Ranger Rabbit is walking around the house. She looks at a couch with no cushions with a puzzled expression.
Panel 2: Ranger Rabbit sees a bed with no pillows or sheets on it and is even more puzzled.
Panel 3: Ranger Rabbit calls out, “Elinor, have you seen our sheets and pillows?”
Panel 4: We see Elinor inside a giant pillow fort. Elinor says, “____________!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Make a pillow fort! Talk about which animals in Nature build their own houses (ants, beavers, wasps, birds). Some birds make them out of their own spit! Or: Find things around your house you can build with (chairs, blankets, stools, pillows, etc.)


Comic 014

Panel 1: Elinor walks up to Ari, who is bent over looking at some ants. Elinor asks, “Ooh, are you observing ants, Ari?”
Panel 2: We see the row of ants on the ground that Ari is bending over to see. Ari says, “Yep. I’m looking for a snack!”
Panel 3: Elinor looks confused and says, “How does observing ants help you find snacks?”
Panel 4: Elinor and Ari have followed the ants to Bodie Hippo’s picnic blanket with food on it. Ari says, “Ants always know where the best food is!” 

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Play Smell and Seek! Clear a space out (like part of a room) and hide something fragrant (like peanut butter, or soap) and see if you can find it blindfolded. PBS: or the smelling activity, it should make the connection between the panel (connect observation and sense of smell) more explicit. Also, you need to clear out a space which makes it seem more complicated than it is.


Comic 015

Panel 1: Olive looks a little disheveled and slightly covered in dirt holding a shovel, as Elinor walks up to her. Olive says, “Just like Mr. Dog, I’m digging a hole for my favorite thing to play with.”
Panel 2: Olive looks a bit thoughtful and says, “Of course, I might have to wait a while before I can play with it.”
Panel 3: Elinor smiles and says, “What are you putting in the hole, Olive?”
Panel 4: Olive picks up a small planting next to her and says, “A tree!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Bury Treasure! Bury a small object in your backyard (or at the park, or in a planter at home) and then make a map for someone to find it. Talk about animals that hide things to find them later (dogs, squirrels, birds, etc). PBS: #15:  The activity incorporated a map which was not in the strip.


Comic 016

Panel 1: Elinor and Koa are on the soccer field sideline. Elinor looks at the other players and says, “Wow, everyone is so good at soccer.”
Panel 2: She continues as we see more players, “Silas is good at running, and Olive is good at dribbling the ball.”
Panel 3: Koa says, “Wait until you see what I’m good at.”
Panel 4: Koa plops down against the bench and, with a slice of fruit as his grin says, “Eating orange slices after the game!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Talk about all the good things each person at home is extra good at. Draw a picture of each person doing their special skill and share it at meal time.



