Comic 067
 
Panel 1: Ari walks up to Elinor, looking a little worried. He asks, “Does eating a seed make a plant grow in your tummy?”
Panel 2: Smiling, Elinor replies, “No, Ari, plants need sunlight and air to grow!”
Panel 3: Relieved, Ari says, “Phew!”
Panel 4: Ari turns and we reveal Koa standing next to him, mouth half full, holding a slice of orange with a bite on it and smiling with an orange slice in his mouth. Ari says, “We can keep eating oranges, Koa.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: What kinds of seeds do you know about? Look up pictures of different plants and their seeds and draw them together, connecting the plants and the seeds. PBS: Activity: Can it focus more on the seeds. Something like: “Take a look at some of the fruits you have at home. Do any of them have seeds? Can you see the seeds in a banana? How about an apple? Compare the different seeds in different types of fruit.” Also, lids can do this activity via pictures in books or online – doesn’t have to be in person.
Comic 068

Panel 1: Elinor gives her dad a seashell and says, “Here’s a seashell Dad, so you never forget our day at the beach!”
Panel 2: Dad proudly holds the seashell as a crab comes out of it. He says, “Thanks, Elinor! I love—Ah!”
Panel 3: From low on the ground, we see a close up of the animal. Elinor says off-frame, “It’s a hermit crab!”
Panel 4: As Dad and Elinor watch the crab walk away, Dad says, “Well, I’ll never forget that!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Turn a cardboard box into a shell for one of your stuffed animals, just like a hermit crab! Draw a shell outline, and color and decorate together. 


Comic 069

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are in waist-high water at the lake. Elinor lifts her foot as she says, “Look, these swim fins give me webbed feet!”
Panel 2: She swims speedily to one side and says, “Now I can swim fast, like a duck! Whee!” Nearby we see some ducks swimming.
Panel 3: She stops close to shore and says, “The only problem is...”
Panel 4: As Elinor and Olive walk out of the water, we see Elinor walking funny with the fins on as she says, “They also make me walk like a duck!” 

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: What kinds of animals have webbed feet, and how do you think that design helps them swim in the water? How are their feet different than yours? PBS: Parents and kids might find it difficult to come up with animals that have webbed feet. Instead, you can say something like, “Ducks, beavers, and Portuguese Water dogs are just some animals with webbed feet. What do they have in common besides webbed feet? How do you think…” Or, focus on compare /contrast the shape of different feet – maybe show a collection of feet, like a mini poster to invite that fun comparison.  So many feet types!

Comic 070

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari are outdoors on a picnic table, surrounded by cleaned green, white and red strawberries.  Elinor says, “See, as strawberries grow, they change color and get sweeter.”
Panel 2: Ari grabs a white strawberry and goes to take a bite as he says, “Let's what the white ones taste like.”
Panel 3: We see Elinor and Ari make funny expressions as they say, “It’s sour!”
Panel 4: We see Elinor looking flush and Ari still making a funny face as Elinor says, “At least we had fun making funny faces!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make a fruit salad as a healthy dessert! Notice the bright colors of each fruit as you put them in! OR: Go to the grocery store together and look at the strawberries together – are there any that are whiter or greener in color? Which do you think are most ripe? PBS: Another idea is to ask families to think about other fruits or vegetables that change as they grow or ripen.


Comic 071
 
Panel 1: Elinor walks up to Elinor’s Dad with some toast and jam. Elinor says, “Happy birthday, Dad! I made you some strawberry jam!”
Panel 2: Dad eats some and says, “Thank you, Elinor! It’s delicious!”
Panel 3: Dad says, “You made me the best kind of gift there is.” Elinor looks puzzled.
Panel 4: Dad gives Elinor a hug and says, “The BERRY sweet kind!””

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make some jam together! (example recipe with just strawberries and sugar! https://www.dessertfortwo.com/small-batch-strawberry-jam/) PBS: Can we connect this to the question: “Do you know where jelly or jam comes from?” and focus on the system and process and origin with the living plant/fruit.

Comic 072

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are walking in the forest. Elinor looks up and says, “Look, it’s a beehive!”
Panel 2: We see a close up of a beehive with bees flying about and honey about to drip from the bottom. From off-frame, we hear Elinor say, “That’s where bees live and make honey.”
Panel 3: On a close-up, Elinor looks up and says, “They’re SO interesting!” Next to her, we hear a “Splat!” from off-frame
Panel 4: We go wide to see Olive with a glob of honey on her head. As she licks some of it, she says, “Yeah, they’re pretty sweet!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Find a local park that you haven’t visited before and have a picnic day! PBS: Can we make the activity something about bees, not a picnic? Bees are very important to our ecosystem! They aren’t just honey-makers, they’re helpers! Activity could be repurposed for 073, if needed. 

Comic 073

Panel 1: Elinor and Koa sit on a blanket in the forest when a bee lands on Koa’s arm. Koa says, “Ahh! A bee!”
Panel 2: Elinor says, “It’s okay, Koa! Just stay calm and the bee will fly away.”
Panel 3: With the bee still on his arm, Koa goes into a zen-like state and says, “I am calm, I am calm, I am… ZZZZ”
Panel 4: Koa is asleep as the bees flies off. Elinor looks on as she smiles and says, “Well, that works too.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Sometimes being around bees can feel scary! Practice a breathing exercise together that you can use as a general calming practice, or when you’re around bees! (could be something simple like inhaling for three counts and exhaling for three counts, etc.).  PBS: It wasn’t very science-related. Is there another activity option?


Comic 074

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari spot a baby turtle crossing a path. Elinor says, “Look, a baby turtle!”
Panel 2: The two of them crouch down excitedly to look at it. Elinor says, “Let’s see where it’s going.”
Panel 3: The two kids now look bored as they continue to wait. The turtle has made almost no progress.
Panel 4: Still having made no progress, an impatient Ari says, “This might take a while. Did you bring a book?”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Put on a backpack (like a turtle shell) and “walk like a turtle” from one end of your home to the other! How long does it take? 

Comic 075

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari stand next to a sequoia tree. Elinor says, “Wow! I wonder how tall this sequoia tree is?”
Panel 2: Ari jumps up to fly as he says, “I’ll find out!”
Panel 3+4: These two panels are joined and the drawing inside is sideways as we see a tall view of the entire sequoia tree. Elinor is at the bottom looking up, while Ari is near the top, above two clouds. Ari says, “It’s about a hundred Aris high!”
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Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Walk around your neighborhood – what’s the tallest tree you can find? Is it taller than the buildings around it? How wide is the trunk of the tree – can you wrap your arms around it? 

Comic 076

Panel 1: Ari and Elinor sit with Miri on a picnic blanket. Ari says, “Look, Elinor, I taught Miri how to wave!”
Panel 2: Ari says, “Wave, Miri!” as he waves at Miri. Miri enthusiastically waves back.
Panel 3: We see that Miri waved back too enthusiastically and she plops over to the side in a cute way.
Panel 4: Miri giggles on the blanket as Ari says, “That part she learned by herself.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Play a mirroring game with each other – have Person A make up the actions, and Person B mimic what the Person A does! Start out slow, and see how complicated your mirroring actions can go! PBS: Can we connect this better with the comic?  Maybe in the comic, Miri is mirroring/copying Ari?


Comic 077

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are at the flower shop. Elinor smells a flower as she says, “Mmm! This flower smells really sweet!”
Panel 2: Olive smells a flower as she says, “This flower smells like my mom!”
Panel 3: Elinor looks puzzled and says, “Your mom?”
Panel 4: Olive says, “Yeah, because my mom is really sweet!.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make or draw a bouquet of flowers for someone special! (Can use cut-out paper flowers and pipe cleaner, etc.) 


Comic 078

Panel 1: Elinor, Olive and Ari are in the forest. Elinor sniffs the air and says, “Nature is full of wonderful scents! I smell the trees!”
Panel 2: Ari sniffs the air and says, “I smell the flowers...!”
Panel 3: Olive sniffs the air with her trunk and says, “I smell... barbeque??”
Panel 4: We see the kids looking over some bushes to find Mr. Dog grilling in a clearing. Mr. Dog says, “Oh hi, kids! Want some grilled veggies?”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Try making a scent scavenger hunt! Look for things that have a strong smell (like a soap, certain foods, toothpaste, candle) and see if you can describe the scent to another person who can try and guess what the object was! 


Comic 079

Panel 1: Ari and Elinor sit in the playground drinking water as they look at Camilla. Ari says, “Camilla is so lucky!”
Panel 2: On a close view, Ari continues, “Camels only have to drink once a week.”
Panel 3: Elinor looks over thoughtfully and says, “Yeah, but...”
Panel 4: We see Camilla dragging a GIANT water bottle while she sips from it. Elinor says, “Look at the size of that water bottle!!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: It’s recommended for kids to drink _____ many cups of water a day! Make a water drinking log and write down every time you finish a cup of water – try doing this activity as a family! PBS: We have to be careful when making dietary recommendations to parents.  Instead can the activity be about where we can find water – puddles, lakes, rivers.  Or about water conservation


Comic 080

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive walk through the forest. Elinor says, “There are so many different kinds of leaves!”
Panel 2: We see a view of several leaves Elinor has picked up as she says, “They come in all kinds of shapes, colors and sizes!”
Panel 3: Olive says, “I’m not surprised at all, Elinor.” Elinor looks puzzled.
Panel 4: Olive pretends to walk away and says, “LEAVE it to Nature to be so interesting!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Take a walk around your neighborhood and see how many different shapes and colors you can find! We can link to the leaf rubbing activity, or encourage kids to make a collage of the different leaves they found. 

Comic 081

Panel 1: We see a close up of Mr. Lion as he says, “Ari, your painting is wonderful!”
Panel 2: We see a full view of a canvas surface full of splotches of paint. From off-frame, Mr. Lion continues, “I love the abstract colors and shapes!”
Panel 3: On a close up, Ari says, “Gee, thanks, Mr. Lion...”
Panel 4: We get a wider view and reveal that the painting is actually the front of Ari’s dirty smock/apron. Ari raises his arm and says, “But I didn’t get all this paint on my apron on purpose!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Create an organizing system for your art and craft supplies together! Set out cups that kids can store crayons or paints in, and decorate them together so it’s more fun to clean up! PBS: Can it be something related to colors rather than organizing?


Comic 082

Panel 1: Elinor is on a clearing next to an empty picture frame propped up on a tree stump. She says, “Presenting... My Nature Art Show!”
Panel 2: Olive takes a closer look and pokes her trunk through the empty frame. She says, “But Elinor, this is just an empty picture frame.”
Panel 3: On a closer view, Elinor beckons her friends to come closer as she says, “I know!” 
Panel 4: We see the view of a pretty nature scene just beyond as it’s framed by the empty picture frame. Elinor’s hand points us to look at the scene while she says from off-frame, “That’s because Nature is a work of art!” 

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your next neighborhood walk a nature photography walk! Let your child pick out scenes or plants that are “art” to them, and let them try taking pictures (with a phone, or even their own drawing) that can be revisited later! PBS: This could be a good time to suggest sharing the pictures with someone else?

Comic 083

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive walk in their Winter clothes through some snow. Elinor says, “Wow! There is so much snow on the ground!”
Panel 2: Olive trudges through a bit of deep snow and says, “Yeah! Have you ever seen snow this deep?”
Panel 3: We go wide see a confused Olive all alone. She says, “Elinor?”
Panel 4: We widen out more to see Elinor up to her head in snow. Elinor looks up says, “I have now.”

Activity: TBD, open to suggestions. Possibility – measuring activity: if you have Legos or other building blocks, measure the height of various things around your home in blocks! (example: this potted plant is 10 Legos tall!) PBS: We like the measuring activity, but need to connect it to the comic better. Ways to measure snow?
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