Comic 058
 
Panel 1: Elinor and Olive walk to school. As Olive reads her nature book, Elinor says, “What kind of insect are you going to be for Insect Day, Olive?”
Panel 2: Olive holds up the book to show a page of insects. She says, “I just don’t know. There are so many amazing kinds!
Panel 3: Olive continues, "I could be a moth, or a dragonfly, or a millipede. What am I gonna be?”
Panel 4: Olive continues to look at the book. As Ari walks up, Elinor tells him, “I think Insect Day has Olive bugging out!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Talk to your child about insects! If you were an insect, what would you look like? Make a you-inspired insect: Do you have wings? What color is your body? How many legs do you have? PBS: The activity is a bit weak.  It says “make” but doesn’t really say how or give a suggestion.  Could just be a drawing of a you-inspired insect.
 
Comic 059
 
Panel 1: Ranger Rabbit is in the kitchen. She sees a glass of water on the table with a straw in it. The straw has another straw attached to it, and another straw, etc. making a long straw that goes off frame.
Panel 2: Ranger Rabbit continues to follow the straw down the table.
Panel 3: Ranger Rabbit follows the straw into the living room.
Panel 4: Ranger Rabbit stands next to Elinor, who sits on the couch holding the end of the long straw. Elinor says, “Look, Mom. I’m drinking through a straw, just like a butterfly!”

Activity: See if you can make a super-long straw (taping straws together?) to act as a proboscis of a butterfly! Set a cup on the ground and see if you can drink out of it from a foot away! 

Comic 060
 
Panel 1: We see Elinor skating on the ice, skating gleefully.
Panel 2: We see Olive skating on the ice, skating gracefully.
Panel 3: We see Ari skating on the ice, crazily slipping and sliding.
Panel 4: Elinor and Olive continue to skate as Ari is on the ground, dizzy. Ari says, “Whoever said skating was relaxing wasn’t a bat.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Slip and slide! Find different objects around the house (including an ice cube) and see how well they slide across your kitchen table. PBS: Activity – not sure how parents will feel about this activity.  Maybe they could freeze water in a baking pan and slide things across that to see what slides the best on the ice? Or in general, play around with different materials to discover which one is most slippery?


Comic 061

Panel 1: We see Ari wearing skates slipping and sliding on the ice.
Panel 2: We see Ari plopped on the ice (he just fell). His expression shows he has an idea.
Panel 3: We are close on the top half of Ari doing a fancy pose as he glides along the ice. In the background we see Elinor saying, “Wow, Ari, look at you go!”
Panel 4: We pull back to reveal that Ari is actually flying above the ice. He says, “Yeah, skating is a lot easier if you’re not on the ice!”

Activity: Open to suggestions! We want to make sure we’re suggesting activities that are safe and accessible for everyone.  Suggestion: Think of things animals do to keep them from slipping and sliding. Do claws help? Foot pads? PBS:  Agree with safe activities. We like the idea of discovering ways that animals keep from slipping and sliding.

PBS: Consider choosing one of the three? These three strips are not particularly distinct from each other. Also, try to incorporate other winter activities instead of just ice skating to make them a little bit different?


Comic 062

This comic’s four panels are designed so that they could be one wide panoramic panel of an idyllic scene of Animal Town residents skating on the frozen lake. It looks like something out of a Norman Rockwell painting.
 Panel 1: We see Ms. Mole and Gee Raffe skating.
Panel 2: Mr. Moose and Javier skating.
Panel 3: The goat twins skating.
Panel 4: On the last part of the panel, we see Elinor, Ari and Olive sitting in a log off to the side, sipping on cups of hot cocoa. Elinor says, “I wish we could ice skate all year round.” Olive says, “I wish we could drink hot cocoa all year round!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Think about the activities you like to do. Which ones are seasonal (and can only be done in one season), and which ones can you do all year round? 

Comic 063

Panel 1: Olive and Elinor are in the forest as Elinor says, “It looks like winter is coming.”
Panel 2: Olive looks around and says, “Is it because it’s getting colder?”
Panel 3: Olive, still on the case, looks around and says, “Or because the leaves are changing color?”
Panel 4: We widen to reveal Siggy Squirrel nearby with an huge armful of acorns. Elinor says, “No, because Siggy is stocking up on acorns!”

Activity: Create your own acorn-stocking game. Draw and cut out acorn shapes from paper, and then hide them around the house. Have your child try and find and collect all the acorns for their winter stash! PBS: Could set up the activity as a pretending game where kids pretend to be squirrels getting ready for winter.



Comic 064

Panel 1: Dressed as pirates, Ari walks with Elinor, who says, “Arrr, we’re pirates looking for treasure!”
Panel 2: In Ari’s yard, we see lot of clumps of fresh dirt as Elinor says, “Ok, where did you bury the treasure, Pirate Ari?”
Panel 3: Ari looks around confused and says, “Oh. Uh... I don’t remember...”
Panel 4:  Smiling, he picks up a toy shovel and says, “But it’s ARRRRRround here somewhere!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your own treasure map to hide items around your house! Have one person hide and create the map, have the other person try and use the map to find what was hidden!

Comic 065

Panel 1: On a close up of Ari, we see him saying, “You see, Dad...”
Panel 2: We see a thought bubble of a burrowing owl putting sticks and leaves in front of its burrow. Ari narrates, “Burrowing owls put sticks and other things on the ground to keep animals away from their home.”
Panel 3: On a medium view of Ari, he says, “Isn’t that cool?”
Panel 4: We widen to reveal that Ari is on the ground in his room surrounded by blocks and other toys. Mr. Bat stands next to him and says, “Yes Ari, but you still have to pick up all your toys when you’re done.”
PBS: 65 –  Funny, and very cute!
Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Create a burrow for your stuffed animal to hide in, and use pencils or blocks to protect it in the same way burrowing owls use sticks! 

Comic 066

Panel 1: Ari and Olive play near a wildlife tree. Olive says, “I love wildlife trees!”
Panel 2: The two of them see a bird and a lizard on the tree. Ari says, “Yeah. They make great homes for birds and other small animals.”
Panel 3: Olive then looks off screen and says, “And the best part is...”
Panel 4: We then see Elinor sleeping inside a nook in the hollowed out tree. Olive says, “It’s a great place to take a nap.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make a home for wildlife at your home – a simple bird feeder, etc. Or: go on a nature walk and see if you can find any wildlife trees that now serve as habitats for other creatures! PBS: We like going on a nature walk to find wildlife trees.  But also thinking about what you can do to make your own home more friendly to wildlife as suggested.

