Elinor Wonders Why Revised Comic Pitches 7/16/21

Comic 163 (Thanksgiving)

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are having a picnic in the forest. Elinor says, “What are you thankful for this year, Olive?” 
Panel 2: Olive says, “I’m thankful for everything in nature, from the biggest trees to the littlest ants.”
Panel 3: Elinor says, “I think the ants are thankful, too.” 
Panel 4: We widen to reveal a group of ants carrying a piece of corn off of Olive’s plate. Elinor responds, “They’re thankful for lunch!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Make Nature Thank You cards! Pick up fallen leaves (the bigger the better) and write things that you’re thankful for on them! You can send them to friends and family, or put them on your dinner table as decoration! 


Comic 164 (Earth Day – April 22)

Panel 1: Elinor sits reading a book as Koa walks by, finishing up an apple and Elinor says, “Are you going to throw out that apple, Koa?”
Panel 2: Elinor continues, “If you add it to our compost bin, worms will help turn it into rich soil for plants.”
Panel 3: Koa tosses his finished apple into the bin and says, “Wow, I feel great about helping plants...”
Panel 4: Koa says, “It gives me a worm and fuzzy feeling!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Learn about composting by creating your own compost bin! Keep a small container in your freezer of organic waste (vegetable and fruit peel, coffee grounds, etc.) and take it to a composting center together! 


Comic 165 (Earth Day or National Recycling Day - Nov. 15)

Panel 1: Elinor throw a small bottle in the recycle bin at the park as Olive says, “I love to recycle, it’s good for the planet.”
Panel 2: Olive says, “I see your dad likes to recycle too.”
Panel 3: We widen out to see Dad telling a joke to Ari. Dad says, “Orange you glad I didn’t say banana?” Ari cracks up, saying, “Classic!”
Panel 4: Olive says to a laughing Elinor, “He likes to recycle old jokes.”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Make a game out of sorting recyclables together at the end of each week – paper, glass, and plastic!



Comic 166 (Arbor Day – April 29)

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive sit on a tree branch as Elinor says, “What’s your favorite thing about trees?”
Panel 2: Olive says, “I love the green leaves and how they change colors in the fall. What about you?”
Panel 3 (Wide panel): We do a wide shot behind the kids sitting on a branch and we can see a beautiful sunset over the forest in the background. Elinor says, “I like the view.”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Create a tree diagram together with all the different parts – from root to trunk to branch to leaf – and talk about what your favorite tree parts are! 


Comic 167 (New Years Day)

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari walk in the snow. Elinor says, “I can’t believe a whole year has gone by.” 
Panel 2: Ari says, “Yes! We went through all four seasons: winter, spring, summer and fall.”
Panel 3: Elinor says, “I guess one thing never goes out of season...”
Panel 4: We widen out to see them in a beautiful winter landscape. Elinor finishes, “The changing of the seasons!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Talk together about a resolution you’d like to make for the new year, either individually or as a family! 

#5 – Not seeing the connection between the comic and the activity. Would love if these could relate more.



Comic 168 (World Bee Day – It’s Real, I Swear! May 20)

Panel 1: Elinor and Sally are in the garden when a bee shows up. Sally says, “Ahh, it’s a bee!”
Panel 2: Elinor explains, “It’s okay, Sally. The bee just wants the flowers, not you.”
Panel 3: We are close with the bee in the foreground as Elinor explains, “Bees are important for the environment. They go from flower to flower pollinating them.”
Panel 4: Sally says, “Wow! I’ll BEE sure to remember that.”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Plant some bee-friendly flowers in your garden or around your neighborhood! Flowers like coneflowers, lavender, zinnia, and sunflowers are especially known to attract honey bees! 





Comic 169 (National Clean Up the World Week – September)

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari sweep up and pick up leaves and things outside of Mr. Raccoon’s Bakery. Mr. Raccoon says, “Thank you for helping me clean up, kids.”
Panel 2: Elinor says, “You’re welcome, Mr. Raccoon. We love to help keep Animal Town clean.”
Panel 3: Mr. Raccoon says, “Do you think you can help me clean up one more thing?”
Panel 4: Mr. Raccoon reveals a plate of pastries and says, “This plate of treats!” Elinor and Ari laugh and smile.

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Bring a plastic bag with you on your next hike and help keep Nature clean! You can also volunteer on specific park or beach clean-up days. 



Comic 170 (World Planting Day – October 22)

Panel 1: Elinor plants a tree in the ground with Ranger Rabbit as she says, “I love planting trees!”
Panel 2: Elinor continues, “Trees help keep our air nice and clean.”
Panel 3: Ranger Rabbit smiles and says,  “That’s right, Elinor. When you plant a tree...”
Panel 4: Ranger Rabbit finishes, “It does tree-mendous good!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Plant something to celebrate world planting day! Partner with a local park for larger plants like trees, or even grow your own sprouts at home! 


Comic 171

Panel 1: Elinor and Rollie are at the top of a hill. Elinor sits in her box race car as Rollie (wearing a helmet but not in a car) says,  “Are you ready to race down the hill, Elinor?”
Panel 2: Elinor looks a little confused as she says, “Yeah, but where’s your car, Rollie?”
Panel 3: Rollie taps on his helmet as he says, “Oh, we armadillos don’t need cars, Elinor...”
Panel 4: Rollie curls up in a ball and he rolls away, saying, “We’re always ready to roll!” 

Activity TBD. Any suggestions?

#9 – There is a note here about this relating to Winter Holidays, but the comic itself doesn’t do that? Are you planning to add that? For the activity, we suggest having families play around with rolling different natural objects down a ramp and seeing which ones roll better than others.






Comic 172 (Fall)

Panel 1: Ari is in his soccer uniform on a fall day. Ari says, “Nothing beats playing soccer in the fall.”
Panel 2: As he runs kicking the ball, he starts to trip, “Wh-whoa!”
Panel 3: Ari does a flip and flops on the ground, “Oof!”
Panel 4: Ari says as he sits on the ground, “Well, I could do without the falling.”

Activity TBD. Any suggestions?

#10 – For the activity, could think about other activities and other things that happen in the fall?




Comic 173

Panel 1: We see Elinor and Olive tending to a plant in Elinor’s garden. Elinor says, “Plants need lots of water to grow.”
Panel 2: It starts raining on them as Elinor says, “That’s why it’s good when it rains.”
Panel 3: Olive looks up and says, “Or if it’s summer...”
Panel 4: We widen out to see Ari flying above them with a watering can, showering water on them. Olive finishes, “It’s good if someone makes it rain!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Have your child help you water plants around the house! For younger children, fill a spray bottle with water to help prevent overwatering. 




Comic 174

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari play in the park as they see Mrs. Hippo picking up trash. Elinor says, “Hi, Mrs. Hippo. What are you doing?”
Panel 2: Mrs. Hippo says, “Just picking up litter to keep the park beautiful, Elinor.” 
Panel 3: Elinor replies, “Can we help?”
Panel 4: Mrs. Hippo says, “Of course! When it comes to litter, I could always use a litter help!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Brainstorm together different ways you can help keep your local parks and neighborhood beautiful! 





Comic 175

Panel 1: Olive sees Elinor picking up some leaves. Olive says, “What are you doing, Elinor?”
Panel 2: Elinor picks up more leaves as she explains, “I’m having a party to celebrate the fall season.”
Panel 3: Olive asks, “What are all those leaves for?” 
Panel 4: Elinor replies as she throws up the leaves into the air, “Well, you can’t have a party without confetti!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Create biodegradable confetti for your next party by using a hole punch and fallen leaves! (You can also break them apart in a bag!) 




Comic 176

Panel 1: Elinor and Camilla are in the forest admiring their Nature bracelets. Elinor says, “I love our Nature bracelets.”
Panel 2: We go close on the bracelets, which are made different leaves, etc. Camilla says, “Yeah, we made them using all kinds of different leaves.”
Panel 3: As they admire their bracelets, Elinor says, “Yup, you might say...”
Panel 4: Elinor says, “They’re unbe-leaf-able!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Make your own Nature bracelet with things you find on a walk! Tie together grass, dandelions, reeds, for some Nature jewelry!




Comic 177

Panel 1: Elinor is painting in Mr. Lion’s class when he comes over and says, “Elinor, I love that you used blueberries to paint!”
Panel 2: Elinor says, “Yup, I used them instead of paint.”
Panel 3: Mr. Lion admires the painting and says, “Well, I think it was the right choice.”
Panel 4: He finishes as Elinor laughs, “It made your painting berry beautiful!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Use fruit and berry juices to paint and snack together! Set out paper and fruit and let kids draw with their food!  






Comic 178

Panel 1: Ari walks over to Mrs. Bat, who is reading in their garden, and says, “Don’t worry, Mom. I’ve taken care of dinner!”
Panel 2: Ari says, “I planted a green bean plant in our garden.”
Panel 3: Mom looks a little confused and says, “But Ari, green beans take _____ weeks to grow.”
Panel 4: Ari looks at the small plant he planted and says, “In that case, I’ve taken care of dinner ____ weeks from now!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Regrow your favorite vegetables from their scraps! Veggies like green onion, lettuce, celery, and garlic can be planted after you’ve cut them up! 

#16 - 3 weeks seems very short! Can any gardeners confirm this three-week window? Online it says that it takes 55-60 days, which is definitely more than three weeks.


Comic 179

Panel 1: Elinor holds up a suncatcher as she says, “Look, I finished my suncatcher.” 
Panel 2: She holds it up and says, “See? When the sun shines through it, it makes beautiful colors.”
Panel 3: On a close up of Ari he says, “Is that what a suncatcher is? Phew!”
Panel 4: We see a wide shot where Ari is holding a baseball glove and says, “I thought I needed a bigger glove to catch the sun!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Make your own suncatchers from clear recycled plastic (from old containers), markers, and other craft supplies like tissue paper! Hang them in the window for the sun to shine through! 


Comic 180

Panel 1: Elinor looks at a wildlife tree and says, “When a tree falls over, it becomes a wildlife tree.”
Panel 2: As we see a lizard and a bird on the tree, Elinor explains, “Now it’s a home to lots of forest creatures.”
Panel 3: Olive says, “And don’t forget...”
Panel 4: Olive has laid out a picnic on top of the tree and says, “They make great homes for picnics too!”

Activity TBD. Suggestion: Look for sprouting trees on your next Nature walk! See if you can spot new growth (often small green shoots) at the base or branches of big trees! 

#18 - The comic's subject of a fallen tree and the activity's subject of new growth saplings don't match. Why the incongruity?
