Comic 101

Panel 1: Elinor is walking in her garden, carrying a basket, as she tells Olive, “I’m getting carrots to make soup.”
Panel 2: She looks down at some carrots peeking out of the soil as she continues, “See, some vegetables grow as roots under the ground.”
Panel 3: As Elinor pulls out a carrot, Olive says, “Wow, I didn’t know carrots grew as roots!”
Panel 4: We widen out as Olive stretches her arms out and says, “We should call them… carroots!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Backyard Soup printable (or draw the vegetables with the printable as a guide) – cut out the different veggies, draw a line for the ground on a piece of paper, and place the veggies above ground or below, depending on where they grow! Talk together about how different vegetables grow.
PBS: We don’t recommend linking to printable, so how about growing vegetables from seeds? We are hoping to update this activity in the next few months and can rewrite it to connect to EWW: https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/grow-seedlings-in-an-egg-carton.


Comic 102
 
Panel 1: We see a speech bubble narrate an open book, which shows a fish and an upside down frog sleeping: “Fish sleep with their eyes open, and some frogs sleep upside down.”
Panel 2: We see Ranger Rabbit closing a storybook as she says, “See, animals sleep in lots of different ways!”
Panel 3: We widen out to reveal that Elinor is already asleep.  Mom says, “Oh.”
Panel 4: Mom covers Elinor with the blanket and gives her a kiss as she says, “And some rabbits sleep listening to stories.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your own adventure story! Have a parent write or draw your story with you, and imagine where you might explore, what you might see, etc. 
PBS: Doesn’t connect to curriculum. Maybe a nature adventure story?

Comic 103

Panel 1: Elinor is low on the ground in a field. As she blows on a dandelion head she says, “It’s so much fun to play with dandelions.”
Panel 2: Elinor looks out onto the wider field and says, “Uh oh, it looks like I ran out.” We see Hazel the lion walking up.
Panel 3: On a close up, Hazel says, “Don’t worry, Elinor. You can play with me.”
Panel 4: Hazel says jokingly, “I’m a lion, and I’m really dandy!” Elinor giggles.

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Organize a family garden or neighborhood walk and look for dandelions!
PBS: Could talk about how different seeds travel and spread around – through the air like dandelion seeds, by sticking to animal fur, by being eaten by animals and pooped out somewhere else, etc.


Comic 104
 
Panel 1: We see a hummingbird hovering over a dandelion. Elinor says, “Look, that hummingbird is getting dandelion seeds!”
Panel 2: In the foreground we see the hummingbird at its nest, as we hear Elinor say to Ari in the background, “It’s using them to make a comfy nest to rest in.”
Panel 3: Ari has a light bulb moment, “What a great idea!”
Panel 4: We cut to later as Ari lounges on a pile of leaves. He says, “Ahh, there’s nothing like being comfy in Nature!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your own hummingbird feeder with a cup (or recycled plastic bottle) and some sugar and water! Observe over the next few weeks to see if any birds come to visit!
PBS: Here’s an activity<https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/craft-a-colorful-hummingbird-feeder> on the parents site that you can point to and use the photo. https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/craft-a-colorful-hummingbird-feeder

 
Comic 105
 
Panel 1: We are close on Elinor as she says, “Spring is interesting because the flowers bloom.”
Panel 2: Next, we see Olive say, “Summer is interesting because it’s warm.”
Panel 3: Ari says, “And Fall and Winter are interesting because it gets cold.”
Panel 4: We see the three of them together as Elinor stretches her arms out saying, “See, there are lots of reasons to love the seasons!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Talk about which season is your favorite, and then celebrate (even it’s not the current season!) with a season-themed activity. For example – make an ice ornament for Winter, make leaf rubbings for Fall, etc.  
 
Comic 106
 
Panel 1: Ari and his Mom are on their front porch at night. Ari has his hand on the light switch as he says, “Look Mom, when I turn on the porch light...”
Panel 2: On a close view of the lit porch light, we see moths gathered around as Ari says, “...the moths fly to the light.”
Panel 3: On a wide view, we see the light off and the moths dispersing as Ari says, “And when I turn it off, they fly away.” 
Panel 4: Ari looks proud as he says, “I guess they moth like the light!” On a smaller bubble he follows it with, “Get it?”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Some safe ways to try and observe moths at night! (https://mothernatured.com/animal-exploration/attracting-moths-replace-beauty-for-the-beast/) 
PBS: Perhaps just asking families to replicate what Ari did is enough, but give parents context of why this happens?
 

Comic 107

Panel 1: Elinor and her Dad are in the backyard picking peaches from their peach tree. On a close up, Dad says, “Fruits like peaches only grow a few months a year.”
Panel 2: He holds up a peach as he says, “When they do, we say they’re ‘in season.’”
Panel 3: Elinor looks a bit puzzled as she says, “Can I ask a question, Dad?” Dad says, “Of course!”
Panel 4: As they walk towards the house, Dad smiles and says, “Asking questions is always in season!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: What’s your favorite way to enjoy your favorite fruit? Prepare together and eat with your family!  
PBS: An alternative could be to create a fruit salad with everyone in your family’s favorite fruit. Also could compare/contrast different favorite fruits?


Comic 108
 
Panel 1: Ms. Elephant and Olive are in the yard. On a close up while holding a peach pit, she says, “Peach trees grow from peach pits. That’s their seed.”
Panel 2: On a wider view, she says, “To plant them, you put the pit in soil in the Fall when it’s cold.”
Panel 3: Olive starts to dig into the ground with her hands as she says, “I can dig the hole, Mom!”
Panel 4: We then see a hole dug in front of Olive. With the pit in it, Olive says, ‘Tada! A pit for the pit!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Use peach (or other large seeded fruit) pits to create art together! (Similar to this: https://www.icanteachmychild.com/peach-pit-painting/) 


Comic 109

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are in Elinor’s garden, tending to some plants. Elinor says, “Plants need the three S’s to grow...” 
Panel 2: Over an illustration of a packet of seeds, some soil, a sun and some water, she continues, “Seeds, soil, and sun. They also need water.”
Panel 3: Olive smiles as she says, “Aww, if only water started with an ‘S’ too.”
Panel 4: Using a watering can to sprinkle some plants, Elinor smiles and says, “It does if you Sssprinkle it!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your own garden at home in a shoebox! Can use gathered seeds from already eaten fruits/vegetables (we can include a list of some that can be replanted) or with seeds. 
PBS: An alternative could be to create a fruit salad with everyone in your family’s favorite fruit. Also could compare/contrast different favorite fruits?

Comic 110

Panel 1: Olive is sitting down by a tree holding her Nature Book. She says, “I love my Nature Book.”
Panel 2: On a view of the book, we see pictures of plants and animals as Olive says, “I learn all kinds of things about plants and animals.”
Panel 3: We see Elinor as she says, “The only thing better than reading about Nature...”
Panel 4: On a wide view, we see that they are out in a field as Elinor raises her arms and continues, “…is reading about it IN Nature!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: What’s something from Nature that your child is interested in? Take some time together (online or in person) to see what books your local library has on the subject, and check a book out to learn together! 
 

Comic 111

Panel 1: Elinor and Ari are at Ari’s house with Mr. Bat, as Ari looks like he’s packed up and ready to go. Mr. Bat says, “Ari, you forgot to pack Robin for your sleepover.”
Panel 2: Ari feigns a little bravado as he says, “Dad, I don’t play with plushies anymore...”
Panel 3: Elinor smiles and says, “I think Robin should come along.” A relieved Ari says, “Really?”
Panel 4: As Elinor and Mr. Bat smile, Ari give Robin a big hug as he says, “Who’s my favorite plushie? You are!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Is there a toy you’d never leave behind? Take it with you on your next Nature walks, and take pictures to remember the different places you visited together! 

Comic 112
 
Panel 1: Elinor and Olive sit with Sr. Tapir in a song circle. Sr. Tapir says, “Scientists ask lots of questions...”
Panel 2: He continues, “They love to explore and make observations.”
Panel 3: Elinor says, “We love to do those things, too!”
Panel 4: Sr. Tapir says, “Yes! Kids make the best scientists!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Create a song together about something you’re curious about, and the exciting things you might discover! 
 

Comic 113
 
Panel 1: Ranger Rabbit and Mr. Rabbit sleep in their bed as Elinor tries to wake up her Mom: “Mom! Mom! Wake up!”
Panel 2: A slightly disheveled Mom sits up and says, “What is it, Elinor?”
Panel 3: Elinor says, “I woke up and I had a question about flowers!”
Panel 4: We see Ranger Rabbit smiling as she reads a flower book with Elinor. Mom thinks in a thought bubble, “Who needs an alarm when you have curious kids?”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Brainstorm some fun and quiet activities that your child can do in the morning if they wake up before everyone else! 


Comic 114
 
Panel 1: Olive and Ari sit under a tree. Olive reads from her Nature book, “It says that lots of animals dance to communicate.”
Panel 2: On a view of the book, we see cranes and some bees as Olive reads, “Some birds do it, and there’s even a spider that does it!”
Panel 3: Olive looks up to see Ari making some fun dance moves. He says smiling, “Guess which animal I’m dancing like.”
Panel 4: Still dancing, Ari answers, “A bat!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Play an animal dancing game – have one person call out different animals and the other person strike a pose or moves to look like them! (Sort of like animal charades, but dancing!) 


Comic 115

Panel 1: Olive reading a book by a tree and looking tired when Elinor walks up and says, “Want to play hide and seek, Olive?”
Panel 2: Olive says, “I’m a little sleepy, but ok.”
Panel 3: Elinor is raring to go as she says while looking back, “Great, let’s go! Olive?”
Panel 4: We see Olive is now asleep, curled up and gently snoring. Elinor smiles and says, “I said hide and seek, not hide and sleep.”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Meditation/relaxation before bed activity? Or we could point to the Hide and Seek game on the website. 
PBS: An alternative could be to create a fruit salad with everyone in your family’s favorite fruit. Also could compare/contrast different favorite fruits?


Comic 116
 
Panel 1: Koa and Elinor are at the pond looking at a fish in the water. Koa asks, “Do fish eat in the water?” Elinor says, “Yep.”
Panel 2: A puzzled Koa says, “Even their breakfast?” Elinor says, “I guess so.”
Panel 3: Koa says, “Poor fishie.” Elinor asks, “Why?”
Panel 4: Koa says, “Their cereal must get so soggy!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: What do fish eat? Play Pond Life on the PBS Kids website and observe the different creatures underwater and what they eat! 


Comic 117
 
Panel 1: Ari and Elinor spot a woodpecker out in the forest. Elinor says, “Look, a woodpecker!”
Panel 2: We are close on the woodpecker as Elinor continues, “They peck at the tree to look for bugs to eat.”
Panel 3: Back on the two of them, Elinor tells Ari, “It’s called ‘drumming.’” Ari looks excited as he gets an idea.
Panel 4: We cut to later to see Ari holding up two drumsticks as he gets ready to drum on his drum set near the bird. Ari smiles as says, “Are you ready to rock?!”

Activity: TBD. Suggestion: Make your own drum! Could take an empty can or container, cover with a piece of plastic (like saran wrap) or fabric, ad secure tightly with a rubber band. Look outside for twigs that you can use as sticks (or grab a spoon) and start drumming! 



