Comic 001

Panel 1: We see a medium shot of Elinor (with helmet on) sitting in the converted race car from “Speed Racer.” Only Elinor and the top half of the car are visible. She says, “Ok, our new race car is ready!”
Panel 2: We see a side kid-drawing diagram of the racer with curly air arrows that flow around the front of the car. In the same drawing, we see a profile drawing of a bird and a fish. From off screen, Elinor says, “Now that it has a pointy shape, it can go fast like a bird or a fish!”
Panel 3: Elinor looks raring to go, while Olive, standing nearby, says, “Elinor, you forgot one more thing a car needs to go fast.” 
Panel 4: A wider shot reveals the car is flat on the ground with the wheels laying to the side. Olive says, “...The wheels!”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Design your own race car! Can color a cardboard box, or draw the outline of a car on a piece of paper and design away. PBS: For the activity, could design an animal-shaped racecar of their choice. Think about which animals move fast and why.


Comic 002

Panel 1: We see Olive holding a kite string. With the wind blowing, she says, “It’s so windy today.”
Panel 2: On a wider view, we see that she’s on a field with a kite in the air. Elinor is just off screen next to her. Olive says, “Perfect for flying a kite!”
Panel 3: Elinor, also holding a string, says, “Or an Ari!” 
Panel 4: On the last panel, we see that Ari is holding the other end of the string with his foot, wings outstretched and hovering, saying, “Wheeee!”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Make your own kite? Sample -  directions for a more preschool friendly kite. 


Comic 003

Panel 1: As Sally walks into the Exploring Clubhouse, Elinor greets her: “Sally, did you find any friends to join our Exploring Club?”
Panel 2: Close on Sally as she says, “I sure did!”
Panel 3+4 (double panel): We see a wide view of the Clubhouse, and a long line of kids waiting to go in. From the door, Sally says to Elinor, “But... I think we’re going to need a bigger clubhouse.”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Make your own cardboard Exploring Clubhouse!


Comic 004

Panel 1: We see Elinor holding a small bucket of popcorn. She grabs one piece.
Panel 2: Elinor throws it up in the air and opens her mouth to catch it.
Panel 3: Elinor looks confused because the popcorn never came down.
Panel 4: On a wider view, we see Ari flying (or hanging from a branch) above her, munching on the popcorn and saying, “Thanks for the snack, Elinor, keep ‘em coming!”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Make popcorn on the stove top (with an adult)? PBS: suggesting making popcorn on stove can be a little dangerous for kids and suggesting a microwave might not be super accessible to many families. How about an activity about exploring what bats like to eat/snack on?


Comic 005

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive are at a picnic. Elinor holds a sandwich in one hand, and an upside down mustard bottle on the other. She tells Olive, “This mustard is so goopy, it won’t come out of the bottle!”
Panel 2: Olive walks over and Elinor hands her the bottle as Olive says, “You have to shake it, Ari.”
Panel 3: We see Olive on a close view as she shakes the ketchup bottle vigorously/comically with her trunk.
Panel 4: On a wider view, we see Ari covered in ketchup, and the bottle empty. Ari says, “Um, maybe we should close it next time.”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Look for and talk about things that are goopy and runny.


Comic 006

Panel 1: We see Elinor leaning against a rock counting, “1... 2... 3…” 
Panel 2: Elinor finishes counting: “Ready or not, here I come!”
Panel 3: We see Elinor looking around under a shrub. She says, “Wow, Ari is hiding really well.”
Panel 4: On a wide view, we see Elinor looking puzzled. She says, “I wonder where he is…” Above her, we see Ari flying/hovering with a big smile on his face.

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Think about how YOU would hide if you were different animals. A fish, an elephant, a tiger, etc.


Comic 007

Panel 1: Elinor walks up to Koa, who is standing perfectly still with his eyes closed in the middle of the playground. Elinor says, “Hey, Koa, what are you doing?”
Panel 2: He responds, “Shh, I’m hiding from Mary and Lizzie.”
Panel 3: A confused Elinor says, “But you’re just standing here.”
Panel 4: Koa says, “Yes, but I have my eyes closed, which means... I’m invisible!”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Try camouflage at home! Dress up in one or two colors and find a wall or a spot in your house or outside with the same colors. PBS: There isn’t anything about camouflage in the strip itself. Can you use the activity to pull together the magical thinking aspect and the science inquiry?  How about playing hide and seek like animals and blending into the surroundings?

Comic 008

Panel 1: Elinor is dressed as Owl Girl when Olive comes up, dressed in her normal clothes. 
Panel 2: Elinor says, “Olive, did you forget today is ‘Dress up as your favorite animal’ day?
Panel 3: Olive says, “Nope, I am dressed as my favorite animal… me!”
Panel 4: Olive struts away as Ari walks up to Elinor, smiling and saying,  “Well, you have to love her confidence.”

Activity: TBD. Perhaps: Dress up as your favorite animal. Color and cut up paper to make tiger ears or an elephant trunk, or to put spots over your clothes.













